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OIT Comments on... 





Comprehensive Export Schedule 


Since the inception of the export- 
control program, the exact text of cur- 
rent regulations, with interpretative and 
e natory material, has been present- 
ed in the Comprehensive Export Sched- 
ule, published as an official service of 
the Department of Commerce. 

Issued in loose-leaf revisable form, 
the schedule can be maintained on an 
up-to-date basis by insertion of reprint 
pages for new and revised material 
published weekly in the Current Export 
Bulletins. 

A new Comprehensive Export Sched- 
ule is issued each March 31, incorporat- 
ing those modifications in export-control 


rules and regulations which occurred . 


during the preceding year. The 1953 
edition has several new features. 


The two most important improve- 
ments initiated in this issue are the di- 
vider index, furnished at no additional 
cost to the subscriber, and a new sim- 
plified method of presenting special li- 


censing provisions for certain commodi- 
ties and destinations, as shown in Part 
373. 

This revision of Part 373 is the di- 
rect result of suggestions from the 
trade. OIT developed this method of 
presentation in the Comprehensive: Ex- 
port Schedule so that an applicant 
could determine with a minimum of ef- 


fort all special requirements for par-~ 


ticular commodities and particular des- 
tinations. 

Many other suggestions were offered 
by the trade for OIT’s consideration in 
connection with the publication of the 
1953 Comprehensive Export Schedule. 
Although a number of such suggestions 
were adopted, in addition to those spe- 
cifically mentioned above, budgetary 
and other considerations precluded util- 
izing all of them. 

OIT will continue to welcome any ad- 
ditional ideas the trade may wish to 
present toward increasing the efficiency 
of the Schedule. 





Austrian Balance of 
Payments Improves 


Austria’s balance of payments for 
1952, as reported by the Austrian Na- 
tional Bank, showed receipts of $506,- 
880,000 from exports of goods and 
electric power and $93,310,000 from 
service items, including freight charges 
and tourist expenditures in Austria. 

In 1951 receipts from exports of 
goods and services amounted to $453,- 
820,000 and $70,160,000, respectively. 
Thus, foreign-exchange revenues on 
current account increased by about 
$76,210,000 between 1951 and 1952. 

Expenditures for goods and services, 
on the other hand, rose by only about 
$4,490,000 between 1951 and 1952. Im- 
ports of goods in 1952 totaled $654,080,- 
000, compared with $655,130,000 in 1951, 
while service charges totaled $50,660,000 
in 1952 and $45,120,000 in 1951. 

Aid received from the U. S. Govern- 
ment in 1952 was reported at about 
$103,000,000, of which $91,380,000 rep- 
resented imports from the United States 
financed by the Mutual Security Ad- 
ministration, and the balance, indirect 
aid. In 1951 the total aid figure was 
about $204,000,000. 


Madras Cuts Electricity 
Consumption by One-Third 


Electricity and power consumers in 
the city and suburbs of Madras, India, 
receiving their supply from the Madras 
government-owned thermal station at 
Basin Bridge, 2 miles south of Madras 
Central station on the Southern Rail- 
way, have been subjected to a 33% 
percent power cut, effective April 16. 


This thermal station was purchased 
by the Madras government in 1947 
from the former Madras Electricity 
Supply Corporation and this is the first 
power cut since the change of owner- 
ship. The cut is calculated on the basis 
of average consumption in the 3-month 
period January through March 1953, 
with a minimum of 15 kw.-hr. per 
month. It is not applicable to essential 
users such as agriculture, hospitals, 
railways, tramways, and printers of 
daily and weekly newspapers. 


The power cut became necessary, ac- 
cording to a Madras government press 
note dated April 10 and published in 
the local newspapers, because of the 
breakdown of the new 15,000-kilowatt 
turbo-alternator set installed at the 
Basin Bridge thermal station, which 
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was being tested by the supplying firm 
before being handed-over to the Madras 
government. The press item cautioned 
that lack of normal showers in April 


might make it necessary to increase the . 


one-third power cut. 

Since the Madras government took 
over the thermal power station at Basin 
Bridge in 1947, only peakload restric- 
tions have been in force for power 
consumers in Madras and suburbs, ac- 
cording to an official source. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 
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Payments for Imports Lower - 





Britain’s External Finances Show Improvement 
The United Kingdom’s balance of payments moved back into surplus 


in 1952. 


The country’s external current payments balance last year amounted 
to £170 million, not including United States defense aid of £121 million, 
an improvement of £572 million over the 1951 deficit of £402 million. 


The overall balance-of-payments surplus 
in 1950 was £298 million, the largest since 
the end of the war. 

Reduction in the United Kingdom’s 
import bill by £569 million accounted for 
nearly the entire improvement in the 
balance of payments. Higher export 
earnings of £88 million were just about 
offset by a decrease of £85 million in the 
net earnings from Britain’s nonmer- 
chandise or service transactions, the in- 
yisible account, 


Import Bill Reduced 


The lower payments for imports in 
192 reflected the combined effects of 
more rigid restrictions on some imports, 
the decreased demand for others, and 
the general fall in import prices. This 
decrease in import prices, coupled with 
an increase in average export prices 
during the year, produced more favor- 
able terms of trade for the United King- 
dom. 

It is estimated that this change in the 
terms of trade accounted for more than 
one-half of the £657 million improvement 
in the United Kingdom’s trade deficit, 
which was only £91 million in 1952 as 
compared with £748 million in 1951. The 
decrease in volume of imports accounted 
for the rest. 

The decrease in value of United King- 
dom imports was greatest for countries 
outside the sterling area. Western Eu- 
rope, in particular, was heaviest hit by 
the imr ~ restrictions, although the 
value of ports from the dollar area 
and othe: \vestern Hemisphere countries 
also dropped sharply from the 1951 level, 

The United Kingdom's balance of pay- 
ments improved with all major areas 
last year. Its dollar-payments deficit 
amounted to £280 million in 1952. The 
decrease in the value of British imports 
accounted for nearly all of the £150 
million drop in the United Kingdom’s 
Payment deficit with the dollar area. Im- 
port cuts played an even more important 
role in turning Britain’s 1951 deficit of 
4177 million with Western Europe into a 
payments surplus of £6 million last year, 


Invisible Earnings Down 


Interest payments on the United States 
and Canadian dollar loans and the drop 
in’ earnings of British petroleum com- 
panies resulting from the Joss of Abadan 
Were among the important factors con- 
tributing to the decline in net earnings 
on nonmerchandise transactions. 

Net receipts from interest, profits, and 
dividends were reduced further by the 
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drop in returns from British investments 
in Malaya as the price of tin and rubber 
fell. Britain’s oversea commitments 
also increased during 1952; military ex- 
penditures were £13 million greater and 
colonial grants £11 million larger than 
in 1951. 

Shipping receipts fell, whereas ship- 
ping expenditures rose, the net drop in 
shipping earnings amounted to £21 mil- 
lion. 

The rapid and severe decline in ster- 
ling area gold and dollar reserves, which 
began in the second half of 1951, was 
stopped by the third quarter of 1952. 
Gold and dollar losses amounted to $965 
million in 1951 and $650 million in the 
first half of 1952. 

In the last 3 months of 1952, the re- 
serves rose by $161 million to a total of 
$1,846 million. This trend continued into 
the first quarter of 1953. The sterling 
area’s gold and dollar reserves increased 
by $132 million in January, $125 million 
in February, and $65 million in March, 


Sterling Balances Drop 

Drawings of £175 million out of the 
gold and dollar reserves plus the balance- 
of-payments surplus of £170 million and 
American defense aid recefpts of £121 
million provided the United Kingdom 
with resources of £466 million for im- 
proving its capital position overseas, 
The United Kingdom therefore was able 
to reduce its sterling liabilities in 1952. 

More than £350 million of the sterling 
balances held by all countries was re- 
paid, The largest portion of the decrease 
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in sterling liabilities, from the postwar 
peak of £3,807 million to £3,422 million, 
was accounted for by the drop in bal- 
ances held by nonsterling countries. This 
decline reflected the shrinking of the 
supply of sterling available to Japan, 
Latin America, and Western Europe. 

The continued rise in the sterling bal- 
ances held by Britain’s colonies was 
more than offset by the fall in those held 
by other sterling area countries. The 
colonies’ sterling balances, at £1,065 mil- 
lion as.of December 31, 1952, were nearly 
twice as high as at the end of 1948. The 
£109 million remaining after the repay- 
ment of sterling balances went mainly 
into United Kingdom investments in the 
oversea sterling area. 





Investment Rises in 
Western Germany 


Gross investment in fixed assets in 
the German Federal Republic rose 
toe 13,700,000,000 deutschemarks (about 
$3,260,000,000) in the second half of 
1952, exceeding the level achieved in 
the corresponding period of 1951 by 
about 14 percent. Gross investment in 
1952, as in the 3 preceding years, ac- 
counted for about 20 percent of the 
gross national product. 

It is estimated that about one-third 
of the gross investments represent 
replacements of existing equipment and 
are financed principally out of deprecia- 
tion reserves. Other major sources of 
investment funds during the last half 
of 1952 were public funds, which 
financed about 20 percent of the total; 
and long-term lending by banks, about 
10 percent. 

Life insurance companies contributed 
about 3 percent; building and loan asso- 
ciations, about 2 percent; and invest- 
ments of the public social insurance 
institutions, another 2 percent. About 
3.5 percent of the gross investment 
funds were raised through the issuance 
of new securities. 

A principal development in_ the 
financing of investment during the past 
few years has been a decline in the 
importance of Mutual Security Agency 
counterpart funds, which accounted for 
only 2 percent of the total in 1952 as 
compared with 10 percent in 1950. In 
the last half of 1952, long-term bank 
lendings increased to 10 percent of total 
investment funds, compared with 2 per- 
cent in the first half. This development 
is attributed to increased savings 
deposits. 

A substantial portion of total invest- 
ment continues to be financed by busi- 
ness firms’ own resources, including 
reserves and undistributed profits, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Paraguayan Central Bank Acts To 
Carry Out Stabilization Plan 


The commercial outlook of Paraguay changed considerably in the 
first quarter of 1953, as a result of steps taken by the Central Bank to 
implement the economic stabilization and development program an- 

nounced by the President in December 1952. 
Among the immediate steps were the removal of import subsidies, 


increased export exchange subsidies, 
the establishment of a category for im- 
ports of nonessential items, and permit- 
ting exporters to retain, for their own 
use, any exchange earned in excess of 
the official valuation of any particular 
export, 

Such exchange may be held in bank 
accounts locally or abroad, or may be 
sold in the free market or used for free 
market imports on approval by the Cen- 
tral Bank, 


The free market value of the guarani 


remained fairly stable during the quar- 


ter, being quoted at 54.50 guaranies per 
dollar as the quarter opened, and closing 
at 57.25. This trend was largely ac- 
counted for by the conservative credit 
and fiscal policies followed by the Cen- 
tral Bank. 


Credit Situation Difficult 


The money situation continued tight. 
Credit, particularly for imports, was al- 
most impossible to obtain. Several busi- 
ness firms were reported to have sought 
credits abroad in the form of consign- 
ment shipments or deferred payments 
with some degree of success. This pro- 
cedure was generally available, how- 
ever, only to those larger firms which 
were also exporters of Paraguayan 
products, 

The requirement that a deposit, abol- 
ished later in the quarter, of 15 per cent 
of the value of the imported merchandise 
be made upon receipt of the exchange 
license for groups II and III goods (semi- 
essentials), and the higher cost of im- 
porting goods with free market exchange 
tied up larger portions of the importing 
firms’ guarani reserves. 

In addition, the Central Bank with- 
drew 32 million guaranies from circula- 
tion during the first 2 months of the 
quarter and had large amounts on de- 
posit in special accounts to support the 
official rates of exchange. 

As a result of the foregoing measures, 
many businessmen were short of guarani 
reserves and had to sell foreign ex- 
change in the local market in order to 
obtain funds for the payment of taxes, 
wages, and other local operating ex- 
penses. 


Inflationary Pressures Evident 
Despite price controls on many items, 
the cost of living in Asuncion rose by 11 
percent during the first 2 months of 
1953, Imported goods, especially those 
of the luxury type imported with free 
market exchange, were selling at sub- 
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stantially higher prices. The removal 
of exchange subsidies on imports of 
wheat, wheat flour, antibiotics, and pe- 
troleum products also contributed to the 
higher cost of living. 

The National Budget for the period 
March 1 to December 31, 1953, which 
appeared at the end of March, caused 
uneasiness in business and financial 
circles because of the greatly increased 
expenditures, Although the budget for 
the preceding year had anticipated cur- 
rent monthly expenditures of 21 million 
guaranies the current budget provides 
for expenditures of 34 million guaranies 
monthly. Receipts of about the same 
amount are anticipated, but it is gen- 
erally felt that they will fall short of 
expenditures by about 50 million guaran- 
ies for the year. 

Individual items, however, will show 
increased revenue in collections. In Sep- 
tember 1952, import duties were raised: 
Specific rates, 400 percent; ad valorem 
surtaxes from 6 and 11 to 8 and 15 per- 
cent, respectively; and, items previ- 
ously duty-free were made subject to a 
5 percent ad valorem duty. The greatly 
increased volume of imports entering 
at the free rates of exchange will bring 
in revenue, Other sources of increased 
income were expected from higher in- 
ternal, inheritance, and real _ estate 
taxes, 


Agriculture Satisfactory 

Aside from short periods of drought 
which "Grentente some crops, weather 
conditions generally were favorable dur- 
ing the first quarter of this year, Lack 
of chemicals and insecticides hampered 
agricultural production, and the cotton 
crop, on which Paraguay relies for a 
substantial proportion of its foreign ex- 
change income, is expected to be 30 per- 
cent below that of last year. 

Tung, another important cash crop, 
is currently being harvested and a bum- 
per yield of 3,000 metric tons of oil is 
expected. Two new tung oil processing 
plants have been established in the past 
year.. The recent imposition of quanti- 
tative restrictions on the import of tung 
oil by the United States will adversely 
affect the dollar earnings expected from 
the sale of tung oil in the United States. 

The corn crop, one of the largest on 
record, was expected to yield from 115,- 
000 to 120,000 metric tons of grain and 
the tobacco crop, harvested in the first 
quarter, produced an estimated 7,122 


(Continued on Page 14) 
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Peru’s Exchange Funds 
Temporarily Short 


The outstanding development in the 
Peruvian economy in April was _ the 
further weakening of the sol, accom.” 
panied by measures restricting commen 
cial bank credit and curbing the importa. 
tion of higher priced makes of automo 
biles, 

Commercial banks must now. comply 
with higher reserve requirements when. 
ever the ceiling of twice the capital and 
reserve is reached in total deposits ang 
other obligations. The curb on automo. 
bile imports took the form of an increase 
in the internal consumption tax, effective 
May 1, from 15 percent to 30 percent of 
the f.o.b. value of new automobiles 
valued at 30,000 soles or more. 

The current strong demand for foreign 
exchange apparently resulted from im 
creased requirements of the import 
trade, from service remittances, and 
from Government payments. A substam 
tial percentage of the increase in college 
tions, however, is represented by long. 
term obligations of mining enterprises 
covering imports of machinery and 
equipment, 


Draft Rate Higher 

The spread between the exchange cen 
tificates and draft rates has widened 
abnormally. Whereas the certificate 
rate remained for a time at 15.97 soles 
per dollar and then advanced to 15.99 on 
April 23, the draft rate rose to about 
16.25 by the same date, reflecting the 
latter’s growing importance as a com- 
plementary market. This pressure on 
the exchange rates is considered sea 
sonal, at least in part. 


The normal relationship between the 
two rates is expected to be reestablished 
by the anticipated reduction in the out. 
flow of exchange. The inflow of foreign 
exchange, on the other hand, was ex- 
pected to increase in May, when the pro 
ceeds from cotton exports are due. Addi- 
tional foreign exchange also is exopected 
from iron-ore shipments from the new 
Marcona deposits in southern Peru. 


Continued heavy rains in the northern 
areas have further damaged communica- 
tions and growing crops in some coastal 
valleys, but it is too early to conclude 
that crop prospects have been seriously 
affected, General business activity in 
the Lima-Callao area has continued at 
high levels, and inventories, although 
still large, appear to be causing less 
concern than formerly. 

There have been no recent labor dis- 
turbances. Living costs have changed 
very little—Emb., Lima. 





The Scandinavian Airlines System 
was scheduled to inaugurate its new 
direct flight service from Goteborg to 
New York on May 18, 1953. Flights are 
made twice each week, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Irish Trade Outlook 


Better; Money Tight 


Ireland’s adverse trade balance 
amounted to £19,500,000 for the first 
$ months of 1953, compared with £28,- 
400,000 and £31,300,000 in the like pe- 
piods of 1952 and 1951. 

The improvement is largely explained 
by the determined effort over the past 
year by the Irish Government to cut 
down oversea buying. There also has 
been an intensive export campaign, the 
jmportance of dollar exports being par- 
ticularly emphasized. 

Irish banks are lending money at 
4% to 6 percent, depending on the col- 
Jateral, and state that because of the 
£20,000,000 Government loan floated in 
952 and the recent £5,000,000 Dublin 
Gorpoation loan, taken chiefly by the 

vernment and banks at 5 percent, 
money for ordinary expenditures is 
tight. 

This situation is affecting large dis- 
tributive merchants, who are finding 
customers’ payments slow. Coupled with 
the lack of higher grade goods, now 
severely restricted by import quotas, 
the money scarcity makes large mer- 
chants comparatively less well off than 
medium-sized and small distribufors, 
because they cater more to the lower 
income groups who are at present bene- 
fiting from recent wage increases. 


Home Production Encouraged 


The Irish Government continued in 
the first quarter of 1953 to stress the 
need for improved and greater agricul- 
tural and industrial production, accent- 
ing the need for lesser dependence on 
imports, particularly feedstuffs. 

Developments in the processing of 
agricultural products include an expan- 
sion of production in Irish cotton mills 
so as to meet practically all of the 
domestic, requirements of cotton tex- 
tiles. This will, if it has not already 
done so, lessen the need for importea 
textiles and increase the need for 
cotton. 

A modern frigorifico in Dublin is 
undergoing an increase in plant ca- 
pacity, both for slaughtering and for 


. storage and processing for the forth- 


coming season. This plant also supplies 
tongue tissue prepared under very high 
standards for use on the Continent in 
the preparation of foot-and-mouth dis 
ease vaccines.—Emb., Dublin, 





‘ Export Policy Commission 


Decreed in Netherlands 


An Interdepartmental Commission 
Export Policy was established in the 
fetherlands by a decree dated April 16. 
e@ commission, composed of ranking 
Government officials, will coordinate ex- 
port promotion and advise the Govern- 
om on export policy. — Emb., The 
ague. 
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Cuban Census Shows 
Population Gains 


Preliminary returns from the 
1953 Cuban census, recently com- 
pleted, indicate a population figure 
of 5,814,112 compared with 4,778,583 
in 1943. 


Preliminary figures on population 
of Provinces, released by the Cuban 
Office of the Census, are: Habana, 
1,531,127; Pinar del Rio, 455,097; 
Matanzas, 411,605; Las Villas, 1,- 
019,379; Camaguey, 605,460; and 
Oriente, 1,791,444, 











Power Interests Transferred 
By Venezuelan Government 


The shares, rights, or participations 
which the Venezuelan Government pos- 
sessed in nine electric power and light 
companies have been transferred to 
the Venezuelan Development Corpora- 
tion, by decree No. 33 of April 11 of 
the Provisional President of the Repub- 


lic, published in Gaceta Oficial No. 
24,114 of April 17. 
The companies included are: Elec- 


tricidad de Cumana, Electricidad Valle 
de la Pascua, Elegtricidad de Maturin, 
Fuerza y Luz Electricas de San Fernan- 
do de Apure, Electricidad de Carupano, 
Lux y Fuerza Electricas del Tuy, 
Utilidades Publicas de Cabimas, Servicio 
Publico de Fuerza y Luz Electricas de 
Nirgua, and La Electricidad de Maracay. 

Although the Corporation has made 
some direct investments in several of 
these enterprises, the major interests 
have been controlled by the Ministry 
of Finance, and the integration is 
expected to result in better administra- 
tive control. 





W ork on Tanganyika's New 
Dam Nearing Completion 


The largest dam in the North Mara 
district of the Lake Province of 
Tanganyika soon will be completed, ac- 
cording to a report by the Department 
of Water Development. The dam, 
located at Nyancha Bukenye, is designed 
to hold 100,000,000 gallons. 


The dam reportedly has been built 
with mechanical equipment lent by the 
Department of Water Development and 
will be the last one to be constructed 
in that manner. Upkeep of the equip- 
ment was a heavy drain on the 
resources of the Native Authority and 
hand-built dams will be concentrated on 
in the future. 





Shortage of foreign exchange is re- 
stricting the amount of nitrogenous 
fertilizer available to framers in Finland 
this year, 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Italian Industrial 
Activity Increases 


Activity increased in several Italian 
industries in the first 3 months of 1953 
after similar increases in the last 4 
months of 1952. Textile production 
began to recover, and production of 
coal, ores, steel, methane, and thermo- 
electric power reached new highs. 


The prospect for the future is for a 
modest growth of gross national prod- 
uct at the rate of about 4 to 5 percent 
per year. 

Italy’s gross national product was 
about 2% percent higher in 1952 than 
it was in 1951, expressed in terms of 
constant prices. This gain may be 
compared with an average expansion 
of 7% percent per year in the years 
1948 through 1951. 

The textile industry was the only 
major industry which suffered a serious 
decline in production in 1952. Relatively 
small gains were registered in the 
metals and mechanical industries. 

Construction activity expanded much 
more in 1952 than in 1951, primarily as 
a result of the expansion of public 
developmental investment. 

The gross product of agriculture, 
which had risen by 5 percent, in 1951, 
increased by only 1 percent in 1952. 
A major development was the harvest- 
ing of a bumper wheat crop—about 
8,000,000 tons as compared with the 
prewar average of 7,500,000 tons. The 
price of wheat remained relatively high, 
whereas the prices of beef and hogs 
declined. 

The principal increase in economic 
activity in 1952 occurred in the sectors 
of government expenditures and serv- 
ices.—MSA Mission, Rome. 





Italian Commission Makes 
New Survey of Employment 


The Italian unemployment problem 
has again been highlighted by a new 
labor survey, conducted by a special 
Parliamentary Commission. Provisional 
findings indicate about 1,535,000 unem- 
ployed and approximately 2,000,000 
underemployed, out of a total labor 
force of 19,350,000. 

Although at present there is an ap- 
preciably larger number of employed 
than in previous years, the increase has 
only paralleled the growth in popula. 
tion. Little or no reduction has been 
recorded in the number of unemployed 
in recent years. 

Whereas a previous labor force survey 
indivated about 2,000,000 unemployed, 
the figure included housewives and cer- 
tain other groups, which were not listed 
as unemployed in the commission’s 
survey. The commission peints out that 
Italy is a predominantly agricultural 
country having about 44 percent of the 
labor force employed in agriculture, as 
compared with 35 percent in industry. 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





U. K. Ends Price Control 


On Manufactures 


The British Board of Trade, one of 
three Government Departments respon- 
sible for price control, removed on April 
30, 1953, the last statutory price control 
order on nonfood consumer goods. 
_ Asa result, the work of the once pow- 

erful Central Price Regulation Commit- 
tee is now being brought to a close. 
This committee was established during 
the war to advise and assist the Board 
of Trade on the control of prices over 
consumer goods, other than food and 
fuel, and to enforce, in conjunction with 
17 regional committees, the orders made 
under the price control acts. 

During the war and immediate post- 
war years, nearly all clothing, footwear, 
furniture, and hundreds of other con- 
sumer goods were subject to price con- 
trol by the Board of Trade. 

Although the emergency which gave 
rise to the Goods and Services (price 
control) Acts came to an end on April 30, 
thereby ending the acts, the president 
of the Board of Trade retains the power 
to impose price controls, when and if 
necessary, under the defense regulations. 


Nylon Stockings Decontrolled 

The 1952 budget freed most textiles 
and all clothing, except nylon stockings, 
from price control, Many more goods 
were removed from control during the 
summer, and toward the end of the 
year only three items remained under 
price control. Of these, furniture was 
set free last December; linoleum at the 
beginning of April; and nylon stockings 
on April 30. 

The Ministry of Food, however, con- 
tinues to control the prices of many 
foods, and the Ministry of Fuel and 
Power, which only recently released pe- 
troleum products from price control, still 
controls the prices of other fuels. 





Foreign Shippers May Now 
Convert Israel Currency 


Israel currency earned by any foreign 
ships carrying cargo to Israel will hence- 
forth be convertible. 

The Government now guarantees con- 
vertibility of foreign exchange within 6 
months of presentation of an application 
‘to the Treasury; before December 10 
convertibility usually was granted within 
60 days. 

The new ruling, received by the Haifa 
Chamber of Commerce in a letter from 
the Minister of Communications and Min- 
ister of Finance dated April 10, in effect 
abolishes the Shind plan of December 
10, 1952. This plan, designed to save 
foreign exchange, restricted convertibil- 
ity of Israel currency earned by foreign- 
flag vessels carrying cargo to Israel 
from ports other than those of their own 
flag. 
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Netherlands Proposes 
Tax Relief Measures 


In connection with the rent increase 
scheduled to take effect in the Nether- 
lands on January 1, 1954, the Nether- 
lands Government has submitted to 
Parliament a memorandum outlining the 
various aspects of tax relief which it 
favors as partial compensation for in- 
creased living costs and as an induce- 
ment for industrial expansion. 


Tax relief advocated for wage earners 
would include an adjusted tax base for 
and a 40-percent reduction in the “in- 
habited house tax’’; discontinuation . of 
the turnover tax on domestic fuel and 
footwear, -which would reduce retail 
prices by about 6 percent; reduction of 
the excise tax on sugar from 27 guilders 
(1 guilder=$0.263) to 19 guilders a 100 
kilograms; slightly higher exemptions 
from and reductions in rates of income 
tax for the low income brackets; and, 
finally, abolition or reduction of certain 
school fees and doubling of income tax 
allowances for children of school age. 


Relief Proposed for Industry 


Tax relief proposed to promote in- 
dustrial expansion in connection with 
an investment program for the period 
1953-57 includes: 


@ Faster writeoffs for capital goods. 

@ Reduction of the corporate tax, now 
ranging from 45 to 52 percent, to a 
new range of 42% to 46 percent. 

@ Abolition of the extra income tax 
of 5 to 7 percent on trading profits. 

@ Abolition of the tax on income de- 
rived from sale of real estate, securities, 
etc., disposed of within a given time. 

@ Annual deductions for 5 years, 
chargeable against profits in calculating 
income tax liabilities, equivalent to 4 
percent of the amount by which the 
total purchase price of capital goods 
acquired in a year exceeds 15,000 
guilders. 

@ Permission to carry over losses for 
6 years instead of 4 to be used for 
setting off gains in those years, the 
right of new enterprises to carry over 
losses sustained during the initial 6 
years of operation to be set off against 
profits in later years without time limit. 
This last provision would take effect 
retroactively on January 1, 1953. 

Because tax relief to business would 
apply to all industry and trade, the 
Government indicated that it would 
withdraw a bill introduced in 1952 de- 
signed mainly to offer special facilities 
for promotion of export trade_to cer- 
tain countries.—Emb., The Hague. 





Lebanese radiotelephone communica- 
tions with the United States and Europe, 
as announced by the Telephone Admin- 
istration on April 28, will operate from 
10 a. m. to 9:30 p. m. on weekdays and 
from 10 a. m. to 12:30 p. m. on Sundays 
and holidays, 





Egyptian Investment Law 
Now Available 


The full text of the new Egyptian 
law on foreign investment, entitled 
‘‘Law No. 156 of 1953 on Investment 
of Foreign Capital in Economic 
Development Projects,’’ may now 
be obtained on loan from any Field 
Office of the Department of Com- 
merce. 

A summary of the main provi- 
sions of the new law appeared in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 
27, 1953, page 32. 











Portugal's 6-Year Plan 


Has New Administration 


The Portuguese National Development 
Fund has been made responsible for 
administration of Portugal’s Six Year 
Plan for Economic Development, 


The Fund is to administer the plan ac 
cording to the general policy laid down 
by @he Economic Council, which, under 
the chairmanship of the Prime Minister, 
is charged with the superior direction 
of the Plan, including the establishment 
of a schedule of priorities for invest. 
ments. s 


The National Development Fund is to 
collect relevant information, make rec- 
ommendations as to investment priori« 
ties and sources of capital, supervise ins 
vestments, and report on progress. It 
is to be directed by an administrative 
council composed of a president, to be 
appointed by the Prime Minister, and 
four other members. 


This action, effected by a decree of 
April 14, represents a considerable ex- 
pansion of the responsibilities of the 
Fund, which was established in 1949 to 
direct the economic development of 
Portugal. 





W. Germany To Regain Full 
Foreign babe Authority 


The Federal Republic of Germany 
as a result of the agreement reached 
at the London Debt Settlement Negotia- 
tions will regain its full authority over 
foreign exchange, and the rate of con- 
version of 1 deutschemark for 10 reichs- 
marks will be final for settlement of 
reichsmark debts owed by Germans to 
United Nations nationals, the chief of 
the German delegation to the negotia- 
tions stated in Bonn on March 18. 


He also expressed the opinion that 
the terms of the agreement and the 
implementing regulations will in general 
prevent creditors from obtaining and 
debtors from: paying more than the 
amounts provided in the agreement.— 
HICOG, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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S. Africa Eases Import 
Of Dollar Piece Goods 


Letters of authority may now be issued 
to Union of South African importers for 
importation of piece goods from dollar 
countries equal in value to 10 percent 
of the f.o.b. cost of each importing firm’s 
total imports of such goods in 1948 from 
all sources, including hard-currency and 
soft-currency countries. 

After February 9, 1951, piece goods 
were freely permitted importation into 
the Union up to any amount from both 
hard- and soft-currency countries, al- 
though import licenses were required 
as a formality. A new notice, however, 
was published on February 14, 1952, 
withdrawing the free import privilege 
for hard-currency piece goods (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 18, 1952, p. 17), 
and from then on piece goods could be 
imported from hard-currency countries 
only by drawing on regular consumer 
exchange allocations to importers. 

In effect, therefore, the new ruling 
makes it possible for importers to in- 
crease imports of piece goods from the 
dollar area by 10 percent of their total 
1948 imports of these goods. 

Firms which did not import textile 
piece goods in 1948 but which have since 
become genuine importers thereof will 
receive consideration for applications 
based on imports in 1950, 1951, and 1952. 

Details of the South African import- 
control system are available in a De- 
partment of Commerce report entitled 
“Union of South Africa—Summary of 
Current Import Control Regulations,”’ 
Business Information Service, World 
Trade Series No. 375, April 1953. Copies 
are available for 20 cents each from the 
Department of Commerce or any of its 
Field Offices. 





Hong Kong Lifts Ban on 
Some Japanese Goods 


Hong Kong will now import from 
Japan without restriction, effective 
April 13, rayon yarn and piece goods, 
household utensils and enamelware, 
toys and games, cigarette lighters and 
cases, fountain pens, bicycles and parts, 
and chinaware, the Government reports. 
Japanese cotton yarn and piece ggods 
remain prohibited imports. 


This relaxation of Hong Kong con- 
trols on importation of Japanese items 
follows recommendations made by the 
‘British Government to the Colonial 
Governments for relaxation of import 
restrictions. 

The recommendations were made as 
a result of recent Anglo-Japanese discus- 
* sions held in Tokyo to determine the fu- 
ture action to be taken under the existing 
Japan-United Kingdom sterling pay- 
ments agreement. The Japanese Govern- 
ment had asked the British Govern- 
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Japan Sets 6-Month Import Budget; 
Tightens Controls Over Imports 


Japan’s April-September 1953 foreign-exchange budget for imports, 
as announced by the Government, totals $1,555,160,000, which includes 
$1,225,317,000 for merchandise imports and $329,843,000 for invisible 


items. 


To tighten controls over imports and use of foreign exchange Japan 


has also recently made several changes 
in its import procedures. 

The allocation for merchandise im- 
ports to be settled in dollars is set at 
$579,080,000; the sterling allocation 
amounts to $299,886,000; and $346,351,000 
is allocated for imports from open- 
account areas. 

The new merchandise budget is sub- 
stantially less than the revised budget 
for the October 1952-March 1953 period. 
Both dollar and sterling allocations are 
sharply reduced, the former chiefly be- 
cause of seasonal factors, but the dollar 
proportion of the total is slightly higher 
than in the former budget. 

Although partly seasonal, the large 
sterling reduction is necessitated also by 
a severe decline in Japanese exports 
to the sterling area. 

The open-account allocation is only 
moderately reduced but represents a 
sizable increase compared with the cor- 
responding period of last year. 

The following is a commodity break- 
down of amounts allocated for total im- 


ports and for imports to be settled in 
dollars : 


In thousands of 














dollars, c.i.f. 
Settle- 
ment in 
Commodity group Total dollars 
PNIIIED  Mentctovcensenccnceinhinn 113,935 
RAPIER. tiicncoencpctvoncece 818 
TOO. kisses 100 
Hides and skins . 1,650 
I aint tates 325 
"Oe TEU ih ck cer ; 99,710 
Nonmetallic minerals ...... 22,330 4,730 
Metallic ores and metals 28,068 13,671 
pg RE ear , 1,300 
Mineral fuels ; 70,951 
Chemicals ....... 5 2,825 
Medical supplies . 7,261 7,161 
Machinery, transportation 
equipment, and _ steel 
OD le atten, FRR 84,969 57,439 
Consumers’ goods for the 
foreign community ....... 5,500 2,450 
Export-promotion goods 16,750 13,100 
Barter-system goods ...... 6,500 4,500 


Goods for foreign mili- 
Cary SOneee onc. 1,300 300 
Commodities requiring ad- 





ditional payment .......... 50 
Reimport goods ................ 700 500 
Miscellaneous commodities 12,765 3,565 
Automatic approval com- 

ech, PR ati ,000 80,000 
Contingency reserve ........ 257,000 100,000 

SUL Wiedinialincsnae 1,225,317 579,080 


Letters of credit for dollar and sterling 
imports must now be opened by im- 





ment for a relaxation of existing 
restrictions on imports from Japan as 
a means of remedying Japan’s deficit 
on current account with the sterling 
area dating from July 1952, 








porters within 10 days after they receive 
their import licenses. Formerly, letters 
of credit usually could be opened at any 
time during the validity period of im- 
port licenses. 

Import Controls Tightened 

Validity periods of licenses have also 
been shortened. In general, licenses for 
dollar and sterling imports are now valid 
for 4 months instead of 6 as formeriy. 
For some commodities, notably rubber 
and scrap iron, the period is 3 months, 
whereas for machinery and steel prod- 
ucts it is 6 months, 

The period is still 6 months for open- 
account imports except for Taiwan, the 
Philippines, and Korea, where it is 3, 
and Thailand and Indonesia, where it is 
4 months. 

A further method employed to tighten 
controls over imports is to raise, usu- 
ally selectively, the percentage of guar- 
antee money which must be deposited 
in yen with a foreign exchange bank at 
the time application is made for a li- 
cense. Depending on the type of com- 
modity this percentage now ranges from 
5 to 10 percent for dollar and sterling 
imports and from 1 to 10 percent for 
open-account imports.—Emb., Tokyo. 





A local ordinance enacted by the City 
of Colon, Panama, imposing a monthly 
tax of $300 on nonresident commission 
merchants, distributors, and factory or 
traveling agents was declared uncon- 
stitutional by the Panama Supreme 
Court on April 29. 





France Sets Hide, Skin 
Quota for U. S. 


France has fixed quotas of 450 
metric tons of calfskins and 150 
tons of horsehides, salted weight, 
for export to the United States, as 
announced in the French Journal 
Officiel of April 26. 

These quotas are in addition to 
the 400-ton quota of calfskins and 
the 200-ton quota of horsehides an- 
nounced on March 22. 

The United States has been al- 
located 850"tons of calfskins so far 
this year, considerably in excess of 
the provisional quota of 700 tons 
allotted earlier for the first 6 
months of 1953, _ 

a 














CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Greek Restrictions on 
Imports Liberalized 


Greek controls have been relaxed to 
permit free importation without quanti- 
‘tative restrictions of all but a few spe- 
cified commodities, by a Foreign Trade 
Board decision of April 17. 

For goods from the dollar area the 
importer will be required to obtain an 
import license under the D procedure, 
whereby import applications will be re- 
viewed to determine whether they are 
eovered by Mutual Security Agency pro- 
curement authorizations or by free dol- 
lar exchange made available by the 
Bank of Greece. However, approval of 
such applications will be perfunctory un- 
less an excessive quantity of any com- 
modity is involved. 


Luxury Goods Still Restricted 

Restrictions will be maintained on 
some luxury goods, as follows: Reptile 
skins; furs; precious stones; silver-plated 
and gold-plated cutlery; gold and silver 
trays; silver and silver goods; gold and 
goldware; gold or silver jewelry; pocket 
watches, wrist watches, and watch cases 
of silver and gold; distilled aromatic 
waters; perfumes and perfumery; soaps 
other than common; textiles and articles 





Portugal Raises Customs 
Warehouse Storage Fees 


Rates charged for storage in Portu- 
guese bonded customs warehouses have 
been increased by decree-law No. 39191 
published in the Diario do Governo of 
April 28. 


The provision for free storage during 
the first month continues, Thereafter, 
the charge for foreign merchandise will 
be 2 centavos a kilogram for the second 
month and 3 centavos a_ kilogram 
monthly thereafter, which are increases 
from 1 centavo and 1% centavos, respec- 
tively. 

The charge for merchandise from over- 
sea Provinces, as well as for national 
or nationalized merchandise subject 
to duty, will be 1 centavo a kilogram 
and 1% centavos thereafter, increases 
from % centavo and 8/10 centavo, re- 
spectively. 

National and nationalized merchandise 
not subject to duty may be stored in 
bonded customs warehouses at the rate 
of 1 centavo a kilogram a month but 
without provision for the first month 
free. 


Customs charge for merchandise not 
admissible to customs warehouses if not 
cleared within 4 working days at ports 
where there are no depositos gerais 
francos (warehouses operated by port 
authorities) is increased to 4 centavos 
a kilogram a month or fraction thereof 
plus a fine. 

The mew decree-law amends the decree- 
law No. 31665 of November 22, 1941, 





of silk; passenger automobiles of a value 
in excess of $1,800 f.o.b. factory; con- 
vertible-type passenger automobiles. 

In addition, Wheat and flour, rice in 
general, coffee, sugar, and coal may be 
imported from sources indicated on the 
procurement authorizations if financed 
by MSA, or by special “approval of the 
Executive Committee of the Foreign 
Trade Administration if payment is to be 
made in free dollars. 


Import liberalization was undertaken 
in conjunction with the devaluation of 
the drachma on April 9, from the former 
15,000 to 30,000 drachmas to the American 
dollar, in the belief that substitution of a 
realistic exchange rate for complicated 
and restrictive import controls would 
promote trade under the free play of 
the market.—Emb., Athens. 





France Fixes Quotas 
For OEEC Goods 


France has again established import 
quotas for goods from member coun- 
tries of the Organization for European 
Economic Cooperation. 


The new quotas, announced in the 
French Journal Officiel of April 5, are 
for the 6-month period, April 1-September 
30, and cover the extensive list of goods 
on which quota restrictions were reim- 
posed by notices of February 4 and 19, 
1952. (Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 
3, 1952, p. 14, and Apr. 14, 1952, p. 15.) 


As under the similar preceding 6-month 
program, importation of tea, iron and 
manganese ore, raw hides and skins, 
wool and fine hair in bulk, linen, ramie, 
copper, and bulbs, tubers, and similar 
items is restricted to groupments 
(Government-controlled trade associa- 
tions). 





Venezuela Suspends Food 
Labeling Requirement 


The Venezuelan Ministry of Health 
has suspended the food and beverage 
labeling requirement which was to have 
become effective on May 31. 

The Venezuelan Government previ- 
ously had announced, by an _ unpub- 
lished administrative order, that 
processed foods shipped in bulk would 
require a label in Spanish giving some 
details regarding the product. The regu- 
lations apparently were not clear as 
to the extent of coverage, especially on 
the point as to whether canned goods 
were covered under the designation 
*‘bulk shipment.”’ 


This labeling requirement was distinct 
from the food and beverage registra- 
tion requirement contained in the Food 
and Beverage Law of 1941, which had 
not been strictly enforced. The Food and 
Beverage Law of 1941 will now be en- 
forced, states the Ministry of Health, but 
no deadline has been set. 


Regulations concerning bottled liquor 


Venezuela Tightens 
Import of U. S. Pork 


A new set of Venezuelan regulations 
governing importation of pork and pork 
products, supplanting the regulations of 
August 19, 1952, was decreed in the Offi- 
cial Gazette of April 23, and made effec 
tive the same date, 


The new regulations continue the ban 
on import from the United States of live 
hogs and raw pork. Excepted from the 
ban are hog lard prepared by fusion of 
the raw product; deboned hams pre- 
served by cooking or canned by prow 
esses requiring temperatures of not less 
than 70° C.; pork foods whose prepara- 
tion requires high temperatures and 
those canned in vacuum-sealed tins. 


The new regulations are stricter in 
than the veterinary certificate required 
for such imports must now be issued 
by a Federal official certifying that the 
pork products proposed for shipment to 
Venezuela may freely enter the internal 
commerce of the United States, and 
also in that bacon, sausage, and smoked 
hams are now specifically prohibited 
importation, 


Prohibited Products Defined 


Included under the definition of raw 
pork products subject to the import 
prohibition are dressed carcasses, quar- 
ters, and parts of pigs as cut in the pack- 
ing plants, including hams preserved by 
freezing, salting, or smoking; sausages, 
frankfurters, etc.; bologna of various 
types; meat loaf, head cheese, etc.; 
cocktail sausages prepared by freezing, 
salting, or smoking; intestines, raw 
glands, preserved by freezing; bacon and 
raw lard; green or salted hides; pork 
wastes; bone meal; blood and bones. 


U.S. exporters must present to the 
Venezuelan consul, as an attachment to 
the ordinary shipping documents, a cer- 
tificate issued by a Federal veterinary 
official certifying that the pork products 
proposed for shipment are free of sani- 
tary restrictions for internal shipment 
in the United States and have been sub- 
mitted to a heat treatment which guar- 
antees them to be free of live virus of 
vesicular exanthema. Certificates regu- 
larly issued by meat inspectors of the 
Bureau of Animal Industry, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, for lard and canned 
pork products fulfill the requirement and 
no other certification is needed, 


(Earlier regulations were announced 
in Foreign Commeree Weekly, Sept. 1, 
1952, p. 11; Sept. 8, 1952, p. 16; Oct. 13, 
1952, p. 12.) 





have not been altered. This item must 
be registered and specific statements 
must be given on the principal label of 
the bottle. (For previous announcements 
of the food-labeling requirements and 
food registration procedure see Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, April 13 and 27.) 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 




















FRANCE 


Extends Trade Agreement 


The French-Austrian trade agreement 
of January 12, 1952, effective retroac- 
tively for 1 year from December 1, 1951, 
has again been extended for 3 months 
from April 1, 1953, according to an an- 
nouncement in Moniteur Officiel du 
Commerce et de L’Industrie of April 9. 


This agreement had previously been 
extended for 4 months beginning Decem- 
ber 1, 1952. 


Signing of the agreement of January 
12, 1952, was announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Feb. 25, 1952, p. 11. 





GERMANY (SOV. ZONE) 
Signs Trade Agreement 


A trade agreement between Czechoslo- 
vakia and the Soviet Zone of Germany 
for 1953 within the framework of a long- 
term agreement already in existence 
between the two countries, was signed 
in Prague on March 20. 





A 25-percent increase over 1952 in 
goods exchanged has been agreed upon, 
information on value of trade contem- 
plated indicates 


Czechoslovakia is to deliver mainly 
guch raw materials as coke, brown coal, 
and basic materials for ceramics, and 
in addition fire-clay products, semimanu- 
factured metal goods, machines, and 
consumption goods. 


In return the Soviet Zone will deliver 
machines, optical and other fine mechan- 
ical goods, chemicals, and fertilizers.— 
HICOG, Berlin, 


NETHERLANDS 
Extends Agreement With Ireland 


The trade agreement of October 29, 
1951, between the Netherlands and 
reland has been extended to December 
$1, 1953, by a protocol dated January 
30, 1953. 


The commodity lists of the original 
agreement are retained and quotas for 





three other Irish exports—smoking 
pipes, plasterboard, and toys — are 
added. 


Should a long-term trade agreement 
between the two countries be negotiated 
before the end of 1953, its provisions 
would supersede: those of the agreement 
now in force. 

Netherlands exports to Ireland in 
1952 were valued at 61,900,000 guilders, 
and Netherlands imports at 14,300,000 
guilders (1 guilder =US$0.263). 

The Netherlands is Ireland’s third 
largest supplier. Irish payments to the’ 

etherlands are settled in sterling 
hrough the United Kingdom’s account 


the European Payments Union.— 
b., The Hague, 
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France Opens Credit 
For U. S. Goods 


France has opened dollar credits 
for imports of the following U. S. 
products, according to a notice to 
importers published in the Journal 
Officiel of March 18: 

Iron carbonyl powder, enamels 
for glass and aluminum, liquid 
polishes, miscellaneous mineral 
chemical products, Silosel, Arkan- 
sas stone, gilsonite, special refrac- 
tories, germanium, stellite, nickel, 
rhenium, gallium, indium, niobium, 
thallium, zirconium, etc., and their 
alloys. 

Applications for import licenses 
will be examined as received. 











NORWAY 
Signs Agreement With Indonesia 


A commodity exchange agreement be- 
tween Norway and Indonesia was signed 
in Oslo on March 24. 

The agreement, effective April 1, 
takes the form of a protocol to the 
trade agreement of April 30, 1951, and 
will run for 1 year. 

Payments arising out of the exchange 
of goods are to be settled within the 
European Payments Union. Norway 
will continue to allow free importation 
irom Indonesia of all products import of 
which it has liberalized for members 
of the Organization for European Eco- 
nomic Cooperation. 

Norwegian exports wil include fish 
and fish products, pulp and _ paper, 
rayon staple fiber, and calcium carbide. 
Norwegian imports will include coffee, 
tea, spices, copra, tobacco, and rubber. 

Norwegian exports to Indonesia in 
1952 were valued at 4,847,000 crowns 
(US$683,000), 4nd Norwegian imports 
from that country totaled 17,617,000 
crowns ($2,480,000).—Emb., Oslo. 


PERU 


Reclassifies Powdered Soap 


Special powdered soap henceforth will 
be entered into Peru under its new 
tariff classification No. 1048A, which 
reads ‘‘special powdered soap for the 
manufacture of toothpaste,’’ dutiable at 
3 soles a gross kilogram, 

“Soap under this tariff classification 
must be made with a base of palm oil 
with the addition of cocoanut oil, with 
neutral reaction, odorless, pulverized, 
and sifted to such an extent that 90 per- 
cent passes through a No. 200 screen 
and 98 to 99 percent passes a No. 150 
screen,’’ and explanatory note states. 

Formerly powdered soap of this type, 
which is used in the manufacture of 
toothpaste, was classified under tariff 
item No. 1048 with a duty rate of 6 soles 
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a gross kilogram. Apparently the change 
was made to léwer the cost of local 
toothpaste production, 

The measure, put into effect by a 
resolution of April 15, is in accordance 
with the Peruvian Government’s policy 
of favoring domestic industry but repre- 
sents a notable departure from past prac- 
tice in that it reduces the duty on the 
raw material rather than increasing the 
duty on the finished product. 


SWEDEN 
Signs Agreement With U.S.S.R. 


An agreement between Sweden and 
the U.S.S.R. providing for a commodity 
exchange in 1953 to a value of 75 million 
crowns (US$14,250,000) in each direc- 
tion was signed on April 9. 


The new agreement provides for 
somewhat lower trade than did the 
1952 agreement, under which Swedish 
exports were to amount to between 
115 and 120 million crowns ($21,900,000 
and $22,800,000) and imports to between 
90 and 100 million crowns ($17,000,000 
and $19,000,000); excess of Swedish ex- 
ports was to be applied to Sweden’s 
clearing debt to the Soviet Union, which 
amounted to about 30 million crowns 
($5,700,000) at the beginning of 1952. 

Under the 1953 agreement Swedish 
exports are to include machinery and 
apparatus, various types of iron and 
steel, anchor chains, welding electrodes, 
storage batteries, wire for incandescent 


light bulbs, razor blades, staple fiber, 
and butter. 


U.S.S.R. exports to Sweden are to 
consist of asbestos, apatite, chrome and 
manganese ore, paraffin, diesel oil, 
motor kerosene, corn, and fodder cakes. 

Swedish exports to the U.S.S.R. in 
1952 totaled 230,229,000 crowns ($43,- 
744,000), and imports 103,557,000 crowns 
($19,675,000). The high 1952 export fig- 
ure includes final shipments of goods, 
estimated at 125 million crowns 
($23,750,000), that remained to be 
shipped under the 5-year billion-crown 
credit agreement of 1946. 

Machinery and apparatus accounted 
for 53 percent of the total value of 
Swedish exports to the U.S.S.R. in 1952. 


SWITZERLAND 
Extends Modus Vivendi 


The modus vivendi between France 
and Switzerland temporarily governing 
commodity exchanges between the two 
countries on the basis of an agreement 
of December 8, 1951, has been extended 
to September 30, 1953. 

Some Swiss export quotas for con- 
tinental France have been reduced, 
whereas quotas for French North 
Africa and French oversea territories 
remain substantially the same. 

French quotas for exports to Switzer- 
land remain unchanged.—Leg., Bern. 

(More Controls on Page 14) 
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West German Businessmen Analyze 
Ruhr Commodity Market Trends 


Leading businessmen of the Ruhr area, canvassed by the U. S. Con- 
sulate General in Dusseldorf for their views on the market outlook, see 
the situation for specific commodities as follows: 

Coal and coke are entering a buyers’ market for the first time since 
the end of the war. _Mines and cokeries are working at full capacity, but 


output for April 1953 was off slightly be- 
cause of the shorter working hours which 
went into effect for miners on April 1. 

Coal rationing ended April 1. There 
are no shortages, except for coking coal, 
and stocks are good. Imports of coking 
coal from the United States are much 
lower than they were a year ago. Ex- 
ports are steady. 

Iron and steel are also entering a 
buyers’ market. Resumption of large- 
scale building activity recéntly provided 
a slight stimulation. Exports declined 
in January and February but improved 
in March. Some sellers are reported to 
be selling under list price, and some 
buyers are holding off in anticipation 
of price reductions. 

Wire rope and cables encounter stiff 
market competition both abroad and do- 
mestically. Products are often marketed 
at prices under the cost of production. 

The machinery industry is working 
at full capacity after a mild slump last 
winter. Export increases are expected. 

Glass declined in sales and output 
after a peak year in 1952 because of 
purchasers’ expectation of price declines. 
Export prospects for 1953 are not favor- 
able. Glass bottle and container plants 
are operating at full capacity in spite 
of sales difficulties at home and abroad. 
The blown, cut, and flat glass industry 
reports poor sales. 

Cement is maintaining its position. Ex- 
ports were off 2 percent in the first 
quarter of 1953 relative to the same pe- 
riod of 1952. ; 

The paper industry is operating at full 
capacity after a slump in the middle of 
1952. Strong competition encountered 
in export markets and high German 
prices make exports almost impossible 
except for special types and paper ar- 
ticles, 

The automobile industry’s winter 
slump is reported to be over and spring 
sales are greatly improved. Trucks re- 
portedly are selling well. Both lines con- 
tinue to export a substantial proportion 
of their output. Exports have shown a 
eonsiderable increase in recent months. 

Locomotive exports and domestic sales 
are fairly good. 

Chemicals output and sales are satis- 
factory. Exports encounter sharp for- 
eign competition. 

The electrical equipment industry is 
operating at full capacity, and domestic 
and export sales are satisfactory. 

Leather products sales are uneven and 
unsatisfactory. Light leather goods are 





in better demand than are heavy leather 
items. Some improvement is anticipated 
by the coming fall season. Exports are 
slow. 

Textiles meet strong competition in ex- 
port markets. The domestic market out- 
look is good, with orders increasing. 
Spring sales are reasonably good. Turn- 
over in retail and wholesale outlets is 
satisfactory. The readymade clothing 
situation is also satisfactory. 

In general, output picked up in April. 
Demand for consumer goods is satisfac- 
tory and increasing. Most businessmen 
continue to complain about the high 
cost of long-term capital.—Con, Gen., 
Dusseldorf. 


British Cars To Be 
Assembled in Japan 


The Rootes Group of England has 
signed a technical agreement with the 
Isuzu Motor Co. for the assembly and 
eventual manufacture in Japan of Hill- 
man Minx cars. 

Under the agreement, which has been 
approved by the Japanese Government, 
the Japanese company will import the 
cars in knocked-down form and as- 
semble them at the large Omori work- 
shops. Arrangements have also been 
made for Isuzu to manufacture com- 
ponent parts and for the Japanese com- 
pany’s engineers to visit England to 
study at Rootes Group’s plants, schools, 
and service stations. 

It is also reported that Rootes and 
Isuzu have entered into a partnership 
agreement for sales, distribution, and 
servicing of the cars assembled by the 
Japanese company. 

The Rootes Group thus becomes the 
second major British motor company 
to announce assembly of cars in Japan. 
Austins are being assembled already 
by Nissan Motor Co. The only other 
foreign car being assembled in Japan 
is the French Renault, handled by Hino 
Diesel. 








A new correspondence course entitled 
Marine Safety (Deck) is being offered by 
the Maritime Service Institute beginning 
May 15, the Office of Maritime Training 
has announced. 

The course will present technical in- 
formation, data, and procedures appli- 
cable to instruction of ship personnel in 
accident prevention aboard ships. 


U.K. Frees Copper for 
Trade; Reduces Price 


Copper will again be bought and 
sold by private traders in the United 
Kingdom beginning August 5, the Brit- 
ish Minister of Materials has announced, 

It is expected that the London Metal 
Exchange will reopen for dealings in 
copper on the same day. All four of the 
metals traded on the exchange before 
World War II have now been freed from 
Government trade control. Tin was 
freed in November 1949; lead, October 
1952; and zinc, January 1953. 


Price Reduced 


The Government reduced the price of 
copper to British consumers on April 
25, 1953, by £27 (1£=US$2.80) a ton 
from £280 to £253. 

This price drop, the first substantial 
decline in 4 years, reflects the change 
in the price basis used by the Ministry 
of Materials to pay Commonwealth sup- 
pliers. Rhodesian and Canadian pro- 
ducers will now be paid-on the basis 
of the U. S. internal price received by 
American producers for metal sold in 
the United States. 


The United Kingdom price is now 
in line with the general world level of 
30 cents a pound as compared with the 
recent price of 33% cents a pound which 
the British Government has paid to the 
Rhodesian companies. Previously these 
producers had been paid on a fixed price 
basis, which had a historical but not a 
current connection with the American 
export price. 

Imports From Rhodesia Rise 

Unwrought copper imported into the 
United Kingdom amounted to about 
£90,400,000 in 1952, compared with £72,- 
500,000 in 1951 and £50,600,000 in 1950, 

Of the 1952 total, Northern Rhodesia 
supplied £55,100,000; Canada, £9,300,- 
000; and the United States, £11,800,000. 
In 1950 Britain’s imports of copper from 
Rhodesia totaled £21,900,000; from Can- 
ada, £9,700,000; and the United States, 
£10,700,000. 





Philippines To Puchase 
French Equipment 


A firm in Grenoble, France, has 
secured a contract to sell various 
types of heavy hydroelectric equip- 
ment—turbines, etc.—to the Phil- 
ippines by successfully bidding 
against American, Italian, Ger- 
man, British, and Japanese firms. 

The firm’s successful bid of 
1,285,772 pesos is reported to be 
considerably lower than that of 
its nearest competitor, an Amer- 
ican firm, 
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India Contracts for 
Silver Refinery 


The Government of India has 
entered into contracts for the con- 
struction of a silver refinery at 
Alipore near Calcutta. A German 
firm will supply the plant and 
equipment and will supervise the 
building of the plant by an Indian 
firm. 

The Indian firm will be respon- 
sible for erecting and testing the 
equipment, and for turning over 
the refinery in good operating con- 
dition to the Government of India. 

The refinery will be operated in 
conjunction with the new Indian 
mint which was opened at Alipore 
in March, 1952. The mint and the 
refinery will make it possible for 
the Government of India to accept 
foreign orders for the manufac- 
ture of silver coinage. 











Chilean Output, Exports of 
Quillay on Downward Trend 


Production of quillay (soap bark) in 
Chile in the fiscal year 1952-53, ending 
July 31, is estimated at 1,900 metric 
tons (1 metric ton=2.2046 pounds). 
The output in 1951-52 was 2,000 tons, 
and in 1950-51 it was 2,300 tons. 

The export quota for the calendar 
year 1953 has been fixed at 1,000 metric 
tons, the same amount as for 1952. As 
of April 1, 1953, the unlicensed balance 
of the quota was 461.3 metric tons. The 
exchange rate for quillay exports re- 
mains the same as in 1952, that is, 60 
pesos per U. S. dollar. 

Exports of quillay in 1952 totaled 
851.4 metric tons valued at 1,257 gold 
pesos (1 gold peso=US$0.20597); in 
1951 exports were 1,404.7 tons valued 
at 2,323.8 pesos; and in 1950 they were 
1,347.3 tons worth 2,201.1 pesos. 

Shipments to the United States in 
1952 were 489.5. tons; in 1951 they 


were 800.1 tons; and in 1950 they were 
569.6 tons. 





Israel Leather and Shoe 
Production Limited 


Reliable trade sources’ estimated 
1952 leather and shoe production in 
Israel, which reached only a_ small 
percentage of capacity, as follows: 


Output Capacity 


Shoes, pairs ...... cates 2,180,000 3,500,000 
Sole leather, metric tons... 900 5,000 


Upper leather, feet . - 1,700,000 5,600,000 
Lining leather, feet ........... 920,000 7,200,000 

Tanneries were hardest hit, not only 
because of the low volume of domestic 
Slaughter, but also because of insuffi- 
cient hide imports. 


Shoe manufacturers, although produc- 
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Yugoslavia To Import 
More U. S. Films 


Importation into Yugoslavia of U. S. 
feature films in 1953 will be substantially 
increased, according to the Yugoslavian 
press. Almost half of the foreign films 
to be shown in Yugoslav theaters will be 
U. S. pictures, whereas the number of 
British and French films will be smaller 
than in 1952, 

The Yugoslavian press states that, in 
1953, a total of 104 features is expected 
to be imported, about 50 being U. S. 
films, 12 French, 10 British, 10 Italian, 
5 Mexican, 4 German, 4 Austrian, with 
one each coming from Sweden, India, 
and Japan, and 6 films which are not 
yet allocated. Fewer musicals and 
dramas are expected to be shown in 
1953, but the number of juvenile films, 
comedies, and action movies will in- 
crease, 

This increase in distribution of U. S. 
films is attributed partly to their greater 
popularity and partly to the fact that 
conditions for payment are much more 
favorable. 

A considerable number of British and 
French films did not yield the expected 
financial results in 1952, and it was re- 
ported that more careful standards were 
set up for 1953. 

A total of 105 foreign films was shown 
in 1952, of which 39 were U. S. pictures, 
21 French, 21 British, 9 Italian, 6 Aus- 
trian, 4 German, 4 Mexican, and 1 Swiss. 





Portugal Sets Sugar Quotas 
For Imports From Overseas 


Consumption of sugar in Continental 
Portugal during the 1953-54 crop year 
was estimated at 120,000 metric tons, in 
an order of the Minister of Finance pub- 
lished April 23, 1953, The order allocates 
54,000 tons of that total to three pro- 
ducers in Mozambique, and 27,513 tons 
to three producers in Angola. 


Actual imports of sugar into Portugal 
during the calendar year 1952 were 42,628 
tons from Mozambique, 37,739 tons. from 
Angola, 27,513 tons from Cuba, and 7,414 
tons from the Netherlands. Imports 
from foreign sources are expected to be 
about the same in 1953 as in 1952, but 
efforts are being made to purchase as 
much as possible from Brazil, rather than 
from Cuba, 





ing at only about 60 percent of capac- 
ity, were somewhat better off. The 
Government allocated leather to them 
for production of cheaper grade utility 
shoes and they were also able to obtain 
additional supplies through leather 
purchases by means of nonpayment im- 
ports and within the framework of 
existing trade agreements, 
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World Rubber Output 
Down; Use Rising 


World production of natural rubber 
amounted to 135,000 long tons in March 
1953, making the total for the first quar- 
ter of this year 412,500 tons, according to 
estimates of the Secretariat of the Inter- 
national Rubber Study Group. 

Output in the first quarter of 1952 was 
445,000 tons. 

World consumption of natural rubber 
in March, 1953, was placed at 140,000 
tons. The cumulative 3 months’ total 
was 405,000 tons compared to 375,000 
tons in the first quarter of 1953. Esti- 
mated imports of natural rubber into 
the U.S.S.R. and China, included in 
these figures, totaled 18,500 tons in 
March 1953, 47,500 tons in January- 
March 1953, and 41,500 tons in January-. 
March 1952. 

Imports of natural rubber into the 
United States totaled 56,785 tons in 
March 1953, and 169,007 tons in the first 
quarter of 1953, compared with 244,838 
tons in the first quarter a year ago. 
Latex included in these figures amounted 
to 6,671 tons, 19,260 tons, and 8,695 tons, 
respectively. 


Natural Rubber Stocks Down 


Stocks of natural rubber at the end 
of March 1953 were estimated at 772,500 
tons, consisting of 227,500 tons in pro- 
ducing countries, 337,500 tons in con- 
suming countries (excluding government 
stocks not available to industry in the 
United States, the United Kingdom, and 
France) and 207,500 tons afloat. Stocks 
at the end of December 1952 totaled 792,- 
500 tons. 

Excluding the U.S.S.R., synthetic rub- 
ber figures for March 1953 were: Pro- 
duction, 88,500 tons; consumption, 85,000 
tons; end-of-month stocks, 135,000 tons, 
down 5,000 tons from December 31, 1952. 
For the first quarter of 1953 synthetic 
production was placed at 238,750 tons 
and consumption at 242,500 tons. In the 
like quarter of 1952, production was 251,- 
500 tons, and consumption was 225,000 
tons. 

World consumption of natural and syn- 
thetic rubber amounted to 647,500 tons” 
in the first 3 months of 1953, against 
600,000 tons in the corresponding period 
of 1952. Consumption in the United 
States increased to 363,300 tons from 
314,400 tons, while foreign consumption, 
excluding China and the U.S.S.R., de- . 
creased to 236,700 tons from 244,100 tons. 





World production of centrifugal cane 
and beet sugar for 1952-53 is estimated 
at 35.8 million short tons, raw value, a 
decline of 6.5 percent from the 38.3 mil- 
lion tons of 1951-52 and 1.1 percent 
from the 36.2 million tons of 1950-51, 
according to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. This production exceeds the 
average production of 1945-49 and 1935- 
39 by 30.6 percent and 25.6 percent, 
respectively, . 
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Radio Station Added to 


Iraq's Communications 


A new broadcasting station equipped 
with shortwave and mediumwave trans- 
mitters is in operation at Abu Ghraib, 
Iraq, about 13 miles west of Baghdad. 
One 20-kilowatt mediumwave _trans- 
mitter broadcasts on a 391-meter band 
and two 16-kilowatt shortwave trans- 
mitters operate on 25.58- and 48.90- 
meter bands. There are an estimated 
50,000 radio receiving sets in Iraq. 

Abu Ghraib also has a shortwave 25- 
kilowatt wireless transmitter which car- 
ries direct wireless telegraph and tele- 
phone traffic to adjacent countries, 
Great Britain, and the United States. 


Radiotelephone Established 

Iraq has established direct radiotele- 
phone facilities with Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan, Egypt, and Iran, and radio- 
telephone calls can also be made to 
England, Eire, France, Switzerland, 
Italy, Holland, Belgium, and United 
States via London, and Cuba, Mexico, 
and Canada via London and New York. 

Baghdad has four automatic telephone 
exchanges with 14,000 lines, and Basra 
has three automatic exchanges with 
2,000 lines, Kirkuk has four manual 


exchanges. Of the country’s 184 ad- 
ministrative units, 153 are connected 
by the telephone system. Telephone sub- 
scribers number about 25,000. Trunk 
telephone lines connect the country 
with Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, 
and Iran. Pole mileage in Iraq is es- 
timated at 6,403 miles and wire mileage 
at 73,876 miles. 

The telegraph system operates over 
a national network of approximately 
5,000 miles and connects all principal 
cities of Iraq. Landlines connect Mosul 
with Aleppo, Syria, which feeds Leban- 
on; Mosul with Zakho, which feeds 
Diarbekr, Turkey; Baghdad with Teh- 
ran, Iran; Basra with Khorramshahr, 
Iran; and Baghdad with Jordan. Basra 
is also connected with the Arab Sheikh- 
doms of Kuwait and Bahrain on the 
Persian Gulf, the port of Bushire, and 
Karachi, Pakistan. 

Airmail service is available to the 
United States and Canada four times 
weekly from Baghdad and also to 
principal European cities. Regular in- 
ternal mail communications are main- 
tained over distances of approximately 
6,400 miles by means of railroads, motor 
vehicles, pack animals, and river boats. 

All forms of communications in Iraq 
are owned by Government and op- 
erated by the Ministry of Communica- 
tions and Works, 
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Expansion of Danish 
Television Planned 


Considerable expansion of Denmark’s 
television activity is being planned at 
an estimated cost of 20 million crowns, 
according to the Copenhagen press of 
April 30. The plan has not yet been ap- 
proved by the Radio Board. 

The main points of the expansion 
program are: 

@ Telecasting hours will be increased 
from the present 3 hours weekly to 5 
hours weekly, and further extension to 
1 hour every day of the week is con- 
templated as a later step. 


® The potential of the Copenhagen 
transmitter is to be increased, and a 
step toward covefing the whole country 
will be taken by erecting two local 
transmitters in the Aarhus and Odense 
areas. These transmitters are expected 
to be in operation by next year. Full 
TV coverage of the country would prob- 
ably require seven transmitters. 


@ More Modern and all-round trans- 
mission equipment will be required, 
among which will be a movable trans- 
mitter for on-the-spot telecasting. 

@ The television staff will be ex- 
panded. 


® The main TV studio at Copenhagen 
will be extended to temporary premises 
outside the Radio Building. When the 
present expansion of the Radio Build- 
ing has been completed an entire sec- 
tion will be devoted to television studios. 


Britain To Produce Three 
New Types of Aircraft 


Three new versions of the turbo-prop 
Britannia airliner are to be produced 
for delivery in 1956-57, the Bristol Aero- 
plane Co. has announced. 


The new versions will include a 
freight transport, a mixed freight and 
passenger aircraft, and a passenger 
liner. All will be larger and more power- 
ful than the Mark-100 now in produc- 
tion. 


The new versions are reported to be 
10 feet 3 inches longer in the fuselage 
than the original Mark-100 and the 
gross weight will be increased from 140,- 
000 pounds to 155,000 pounds. They will 
be powered by the Proteus-750 turbo- 
prop.engines, each giving 4,150 equiva- 
lent horsepower, compared with 3,780 
equivalent horsepower of the Proteus- 
705 turbo-prop engine installed in the 
Britannia-100. 








A new radio broadcasting station is to 
be constructed near the city of Nasariyah 
in the Ur district of Southern Iraq, the 
Minister of Communications and Public 
Works has announced. _ 

No additional data regarding the proj- 
ect are available at this time. 





Atlantic Freight-Rate 
Discount Extended 


The North Atlantic-French At- 
lantic Freight Conference has an- 
nounced an extension of its 10-per- 
cent freight - rate discount to 
June 30. 

The reason given for the action 
is the continued unsettled condi- 
tions in the trade between U. S. 
North Atlantic and _ continental 
ports. 

The discount had been scheduled 
to expire on April 30, 











Nigeria Plans Improvement 
Of Cacao Port Facilities 


The capacity of the creek port of 
Agbabu, in Ondo Province, Nigeria, is 
to be improved in order to reduce costs 
of cacao evacuation. The undertaking 
is sponsored by the Nigeria Cocoa Mars 
keting Board, the Nigeria Marine Des 
partment, and the Ondo Native Author- 
ity. Ondo Province-produces some 14,000 
long tons of cacao each season, 


Heretofore cacao has been transport. 
ed by highway to Lagos at considerable 
expense to the Board. Present plans are 
to improve river facilities so that light- 
ers may be loaded at Agbabu and towed 
to Lagos for export, The new facilities 
are expected to be ready for the 1953-54 
cacao-buying season. Substantial save 
ings in transportation costs are anticis 
pated. 


Plans include similar projects to be 
carried out later at other creek ports 
in the western region. 





Tests Assure TV Coronation 


Broadcasts on Continent 


Successful transmissions of the Coro- 
nation to France, Belgium, the Nether- 
lands, and Western Germany are con- 
sidered possible, according to a joint 
statement issued on April 28 by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation, Radio- 
diffusion-Television Francaise, Belgium 
National Broadcasting Corporation, 
Dutch Television Foundation, and North- 
western German Broadcasting Organiza. 
tion, 

Full-scale tests of normal British 
Broadcasting Corporation transmissions 
during the week April 20-26 were ob- 
served in those countries and were cons 
sidered satisfactory. 

The following continental television 
transmitters will relay the BBC broad- 
cast: Paris and Lille, France; Lopik 
and Ejindhover, the Netherlands; and 
Cologne, Langenburg, Hanover, Ham- 
burg, Berlin, Frankfurt am Main, and 
Weinbiet, Western Germany, 
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MARITIME NOTES | 


The Federal Maritime Board has 
denied applications of the Alaska 
Steamship Co., and the Coastwise Line 
for the bareboat chartering of Liberty 
ships for the Alaska trade. 

The Board ruled that privately owned 
vessels are available to the two lines 
at reasonable rates and conditions. 











The Maritime Administration has 
fssued invitations for bids on the sale 
for scrapping of the vessel American 
Sailor, formerly the Edgemont. 

The vessel has been used as a school 
ship by Maine Maritime Academy, 
Castine, Maine. Bids were scheduled to 
be opened in Washington on May 12. 





Admission of Cuban American Line, 
Inc., as a member of the Havana Steam- 
ship Conference has been announced. 

Membership entitles the line to par- 
ticipate in movement of cargoes under 
conference contracts from North Atlantic 
ports to the Cuban ports of Havana, 
Mariel, and Mantanzas. 


The Association of American Ship- 
owners has asked passage of legislation 
to give all shipowners equal protection 
if their ships are lost through enemy 
action while under Government control. 

Under present legislation a shipowner 
must accept the determination of the 
General Accounting Office as to the 
ship’s value under war risk insurance 
if the ship is lost, an association official 
said in making the appeal. 





The larger North Atlantic steamship 
passenger companies have announced 
that they will have space for travelers 
during the peak of the season now ap- 
proaching. 

Travel agents report that a deluge of 
cancellations has made room available 
on the so-called Coronation trips. Predic- 
tions that a travel record of a million 
passengers would be established on ship 
lines alone this year may yet be borne 
out, however, as passenger turnover 
as of late April was still 10,000 ahead 
of that at the same time last year. 


The motor vessel Chicago Socony, 
launched by the Todd Shipyards Corp. in 
Houston, Tex., was the first Jarge self- 
propelled ship to be launched in that 
area since the end of World War II. 

The $2 million 300-foot tanker is de- 
signed for Great Lakes and coastal serv- 
ice, It is scheduled for delivery in June, 


Twenty-six tankers were chartered 
during April by the Military Sea Trans- 
Portation Service for transporting pe- 
troleum products for the Armed Forces 
Eight of the tankers were chartered 
with Government option for additional 
voyages, 
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Monthly New York-Dakar 
Sailings To Start June | 


Elder Dempster Line, Ltd., of Liver- 
pool, beginning June 1 will inaugurate 
monthly sailings between New York 
and the west coast of Africa. 

The SS. Eboe and the SS. Ebani, 
E-type vessels of about 9,000 gross tons, 
have already been transferred to this 
service, and such other vessels as may 
be required to maintain monthly serv- 
ice will be added later, 

The first sailing in this service will 
be by the SS. Eboe on June 1 with 
the following itinerary: New York, 
Matadi and Boma, Belgian Congo; 
Doula, French Cameroons; Lagos, Ni- 
geria; Takoradi, Gold Coast; Monrovia, 
Liberia; Freetown, Sierra Leone; Dakar, 
French West Africa; and return to New 
York. 


The cargo incentive westward is be- 
lieved to be mainly the loading of 
latex at Monrovia. The two vessels 
mentioned have tank capacities of 1,000 
tons of latex, and the other vessels 
that will be worked on the run are 
expected to have at least more than 
half that capacity. 

The vessels will carry 12 passengers, 
including children. They do not carry 
a physician, and their average run to 
New York will take 8 days. One-way 
fare is $350. All vessels are of British 
registry and their freight rates con- 
form to the requirements of the Atlan- 
tic Conference. 


The U. S. representative of Elder 
Dempster Lines, Ltd., is the Booth 
American Steamship Agency, New York. 


Electrification of Ruhr 
Railroads Authorized 


The West German Government now 
agrees to initiation of the project for 
electrification of the railroads of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, it has informed the 
Minister President of that State. 


The Federal Railways have now been 
authorized, following negotiations, to 
borrow 90 million deutschemarks from 
Land North Rhine-Westphalia for a 
3-year period at an interest rate of 
5 percent, which must be paid in 20 
years. 


The contract, which has not yet been 
signed, provides that no payments to- 
ward amortization will be made during 
the first 5 years of its life. ’ 


The route from Hamm to Duessel- 
dorf will be electrified first during a 
period of 3 years. The final goal is 
electrification of all main routes in 
Land North Rhine-Westphalia and 
linking them with the electrified net- 
work of the Federal Railways in south- 
ern Germany. 
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Paris Radio Meeting 
Plans New Programs 


The third conference of International 
Radio University, held in Paris April 
20-24 under the auspices of Radiodiffus- 
ion Francaise, proposed new plans for 
programs, 

A new development was the decision 
by the Conference to widen the scope 


of the university by adding an exchange 
for television programs, to start in 1954, 

The work of the conference was di- 
vided between the cultural committee 
and the technical committee. Discus- 
sions of the cultural committee stressed 
the importance of providing a better 
balanced series of subjects, based on 
all aspects of human thought, as well 
as the necessity of making the form 
of radio texts more accessible to a 
broader public. The technical commit- 
tee discussed in particular, authors’ 
rights and the problem of payment of 
lecturers and presented a model con- 
tract for the engagement of lecturers. 


The conference was attended by radio. 
directors from Austria, Belgium, Can- 
ada, Egypt, Germany, Great Britain, Ire- 
land, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
Monte Carlo, Netherlands, Saar, Swed- 
en, Switzerland, Trieste, Turkey, Uru- 
guay, United States, and the Vatican. 





Cargo-Passenger Ship Being 
Built for Rotterdam. Line 


The motor vessel Prins Willem van 
Oranje of 7,350 registered tons is the 
first combined cargo-passenger liner to 
be built for the Oranje Line (Maat- 
schappij Zeetransport) of Rotterdam. 
When completed and turned over to its 
owners, it will be employed on the 
scheduled service of the Oranje Line 
between Antwerp, Hamburg, Rotter- 
dam, and Montreal. 


The vessel will have accommodations 
for 61 passengers in 7 double cabins on 
the passenger deck and 10 double and 
9 treble cabins on the shelter deck, 





Railway Branch Lines Being 
Expanded in Sudan 


The Sudan Railways are being ex- 
panded by the construction of a branch 
line from Sennar southward to Singa 
along the Blue Nile, according to an 
official Sudan Government announce- 
ment in the Sudan Monthly Record. 


Present plans call for completion of 
the Sennar-Singa stretch of railroad 
this year. It is expected that this branch 
will be extended to Roseires on the 
Blue Nile within the next year. Plans 
are for the branch line ultimately to 
reach Malakal and to cross the White 
Nile and swing northward through the 
Nuba Mountains and connect with the 
present railhead at El Obeid, 


13 











Latin American Exchange Rates 


NOTE: Averages are based on selling rates, in units of foreign currency per dollar, with the following exceptions: The 
peso of the Dominican Republic, the Guatemalan quetzal, the Panamanian balboa, and the Cuban peso are linked to the 
dollar at 1 to 1; the Haitian gourde is fixed at 5 gourdes to a dollar. 






























































Average rate Latest available quotations 
Country Unit Type of exchange . 
quoted 1950 1951 1958 ohuus wert Date 
(annual) (annual) Dec. Rate currency 1953 
Armpemtins gf POR vcccccccssensee | BBOBIC. ..ccseecscescceresesesevetecses 17.50 7.50 7.50 7.50 $0.1333 Mar. 31 
Preferential....... 15.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 -2000 Do. 
Free market..... 114.04 14.21 13.98 13.98 -0716 Do. 
Bolivia...........| Boliviano...... Cae... 260.60 60.60 60.60 60.60 -0165 Apr. 22 
Legal free............. 4101.00 101.00 101.00 101.00 .0099 Do. 
Special............. £130.00 130.00 130.00 .0077 @ Do. 
Special. *190.00 190.00 190.00 .0053 Do. 
I  iitekarsaticenietecs 161.50 5192.00 * 400.00 640.00 .0016 Do. 
Brazil............| Cruzeiro....... Official ; 18.72 18.72 18.72 18.72 .0534 Apr. 30 
og gel = NOE ES CS OE SA, ORE Sy <> eee AE 42.00 .0238 Do. 
a POS. .....0000e00 .| Official... Pre 31.10 31.10 31.10 $1.10 .0322 Mar. 31 
Banking “market... 43.10 43.10 43.10 43.10 0232 Do. 
Provisional commercial. 60.10 60.10 60.10 60.10 .0166 Do. 
Special commercial......... * 50.00 50.00 50.00 50.00 .0200 Do. 
Free market (curb)........ 91.04 86.14 131.41 147.00 .0068 Do. 
Free market (bank)........)0 ccc 118.79 110.20 0091 , Do. 
Colombia......| P@80....c.000++ Bank of Republic “.......... a oe oe sites lead Ee Tae ee 
reo asscicctolnns a 2.51 2.51 2.51 .3984 Apr. 30 
Costa Rica.| Colon.............. Controlled 5.57 5.67 5.67 5.67 1764 Do. 
Uncontrolled .............:cc:e00 8.77 7.70 6.65 6.65 .1504 Do. 
Ecuador........| SUcre.........0-.. Central Bank (official) *13.50 15.15 15.15 15.15 .0660 Mar. 31 
ES ES 18.36 17.82 17.47 17.40 .0575 Do. 
Honduras... Lempira........| Official. 0 2.02 2.02 2.02 2.02 .4950 Apr. 30 
Mexico........... Peso.... ge i SSS 8.65 8.65 8.65 8.65 .1156 Do. 
Nicaragua....| Cordoba.......| Official 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 -2000 Mar. 31 
Basic 117.00 7.00 7.00 7.00 .1429 Do. 
5a TE ae 6.92 7.03 7.31 7.50 .1333 Do. 
Paraguay..... Guarani......... ke a ee a = 15.00 15.00 .0667 Do. 
I SER en re ee 13 28.98 49.00 56.00 .0179 Do. 
Peru Sol Exchange certificate........ 14.85 15.08 15.60 15.99 -0625 Apr. 23 
| REN E'S ae . SE PPE 15.54 15.23 15.67 16.25 .0615 Do. 
Salvador....... | “COlOM.......0- Net karat as renitiesaan coho 2.50 2.50 2.50 2.50 .4000 Apr. 30 
Uruguay....... a > |) ee 1.90 1.90 1.90 1.90 .5263 Do. 
Commercial free................ 2.45 2.45 2.45 2.45 -4082 Do. 
Uncontrolled-nontrade.... 2.61 2.24 2.73 2.94 .3401 Do. 
Venezuela.....| Bolivar.........| COmtrolled....c...ccsscscscsseeseen 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Do. 
MN Cchisil 2eeisnisicacey-ceteuiniaeeniie 3.35 3.35 3.35 3.35 -2985 Do. 





























4 September-December. 
August 28, 1960. 


oe. Rate established April 


Rate established 


* March-December. Rate established Feb- 
ruary 25, 1960. 


*December only. Special rates, first de- 
veloped as implicit rates in barter trans- 
actions or in permitted transactions 
financed with ‘own exchange,”’ given 
+ gam recognition toward the close of 


» Average based on month-end quotations 
during 1951. 


*New legal free exchange market effec- 
tive February 21, 53. 


* August-December. Rate established July 
25, 1950. 


’See explanatory notes, Foreign Com- 
merce Weekiy, Sept. 1952. ank of 
Republic selling rate abolished and new 
basic rate established March 20, 1951. 


* January-November. New (15.15) 


rate 
established December 1, 1950 


%” July-December. Selling rate 
throughout country since July 1 


11 November-December. Rate established 
November 9, 1950. 


1a3New exchange 


in effect 
, 1950. 


rate structure estab- 


lished August 1952. See explanatory 
notes, F. C. W., Sept. 15, 1952. 
1% March-December average based on 


month-end quotations. 
Re ies curb rate as of December 23, 


(For explanation of rates, see notes in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 15, 1952.) 





Controls on International Trade 
(Continued from Page 9) 


Trade Agreement Renewed 


Switzerland and Spain signed a new 
trade agreement in Bern on March 28, 
1953, retroactively effective on 
January 1, 


The agreement, which replaces one 
of May 7, 1949, may be terminated at 
any time upon 3 months’ prior notice. 


The new agreement establishes quotas 
for Swiss industrial exports in exchange 
mainly for Spanish agricultural com- 
modities, and enumerates 23 types of 


14 


payments which will be accepted at the 
Swiss and Spanish National Banks. 


Should the agreement be annulled its 
provisions will remain in force until 
credits established under it are liqui- 
dated.—Leg., Bern. 





Paraquayan Central Bank 
(Continued from Page 4) 


metric tons, a substantial amount of 
which will be available for export. 


The labor scene in general was quiet 
in the first quarter, partly because of the 
expectation of a substantial increase in 


—_— 


minimum wages and also because of the 
fact that labor unions were quietly ob- 
taining increases well above the mini- 
mums set by the Government. 


New Air Service to Montevideo 

On March 1, a Brazilian airline in 
augurated a thrice-weekly air service 
from Asuncion to Montevideo, with an 
intermediate stop at Uruguayana, Brazil. 
Because of Argentine restrictions on 
travel between Buenos Aires and Mon 
tevideo, air travel between the two cities 
is being channeled through Asuncion, 
with the result that Asuncion-Montevideo 
air travel is booming.—Emb., Asuncion, 
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U. S. Traders Aided in 
Belgian Congo 


U.S. importers and _ exporters 
who seek new trade contacts in the 
Belgian Congo have an opportunity 
to publicize their interests in that 
area, through the Bulletin of the 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus- 
try of Katanga (Bulletin de la 
Chambre du Commerce et de ]’'In- 
dustrie du Katahga), Coin Avenues 
de Tabora et du Kasai, Elizabeth- 
ville, Belgian Congo. 

Firms wishing to utilize this 
service should address correspond- 
ence direct to that organization, 











Australian Camp Site 
For Sale or Lease 


American firms contemplating the 
establishment of production facilities in 
Australia are invited to consider as a 
possible site the Bathurst Military Camp, 
which is described as a ‘‘fully equipped 
township, ready for practically imme: 
diate occupation and conversion into a 
manufacturing center.”’ 


The camp, recently used as a migrant 
center, reportedly is to be turned back 
to the Australian Army Department, 
after which it will be offered for demo- 
lition. The Honorary Secretary of the 
Bathurst and District Chamber of Com- 
merce believes that the property could 
be taken over through either lease or 
purchase for manufacturing purposes. 

The property is 742 miles from the 
eenter of the city of Bathurst. It is re- 
ported to consist of a fenced area of 3% 
square miles and to include 11 self- 
contained residential units, capable of 
accommodating more than 6,000 persons, 
and various other structures which were 
used as a motion-picture theater, trans- 
port department, hospital, and _ post 
office. 

It is said to be favorably situated as 
regards climate, as well as accessibility 
to air and rail transportation facilities, 
and could be readily converted to a 
manufacturing center, 

Personal inspection by interested par- 
ties is invited by the Honorary Secre- 
tary of Bathurst and District Chamber 
of Commerce, 226 Stewart Street, Bath- 
urst, Australia, who states that expres- 
sions of interest to the Australian Gov- 
ernment may be made through A, §, 
Luchetti, 1 Lone Pine Avenue, Lithgow, 
Australia, the local Federal Member for 


» Macquarie. 





Shortage of foreign exchange is re- 
stricting the amount of nitrogenous 


fertilizer available to farmers in Finland 
this year. 
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Egyptian Firm Seeks 
U. S. Participation 


The Misr Society for Pharmaceutical 
Products (Societe Misr pour L’Industrie 
Pharmaceutique S.A.E.), Cairo, Egypt, 
contemplates reorganizing as a new So- 
ciete Anonyme with a capital of ££250,- 
000, and wishes to interest an American 
pharmaceutical manufacturer in partici- 
pating in the new venture. 


The firm’s proposal includes provision 
by the U.S. firm of technical assistance, 
including manufacturing rights to U.S. 
drugs in demand on the Egyptian mar- 
ket, as well as possible financial par- 
ticipation. 

Consumption of pharmaceuticals in 
Egypt in 1951 reportedly amounted to a 
value of £E$4,807,846. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond with Mohamed El Sherif, 8 
Sharia Finney, El Dokki, Cairo. The 
firm is prepared to send a representa- 
tive to the United States to discuss the 
project in detail, and would welcome 
visits from persons desiring to investi- 
gate conditions locally, 





Egypt To Buy Overhead 
Transmission Lines 


The Egyptian Ministry of Public Works 
is inviting bids until June 1, 1953, for the 
supply, delivery, and erection of over- 
head transmission lines of 11 kv. capacity 
between the Tura Transformer Substa- 
tion and Massara (suburbs, south of 
Cairo), and between Kafr Farouk drain- 
age station and the Cairo airport. 


A copy of the specifications and draw- 
ings may be obtained for review purposes 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. In- 
terested parties are also invited to ex- 
amine these documents at the Bureau 
of the Egyptian Commercial Counsellor, 
Egyptian Embassy, 2310 Decatur Place 
NW, Washington 2, D. C. 

Bids should be addressed to the Direc- 
tor General, Cairo Electricity & Gas Ad- 
ministration, 53, Sharia Fouad El Awal, 
Cairo, Egypt. 





New Zealand Invites Bids 
For Log Band Mill 


The New Zealand Government is in- 
viting bids until June 23 for the supply 
and delivery of one vertical left-hand 
single-cut log band mill. 

Specifications and drawings are avail- 
able for review purposes on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Division, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, . Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. The specifications, draw- 
ings, and quotation forms also may be 
obtained on application to the New Zea- 
land Government Trade Commission, 


Industrial Data Needed 
For Point 4 Missions 


U.S. firms are requested to supply 
catalogs and price lists for reference 
use by Point 4 field representatives in 
providing information on industrial equip- 
ment manufactured in the United States. 


Manufacturers and exporters making 
these data available will be assisting 
materially in the efforts of the U.S. De- 
partment of Commerce to develop closer 
relations between American industries, 
professional engineering firms, and 
business organizations in countries where 
the technical assistance program is now 
in operation. 


Under the U.S. program of technical 
assistance the Office of International 
Trade, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
is responsible for technical guidance in 
the fields of commerce, industry, and 
transportation. Point 4 representatives in 
the field provide technical advice and 
assistance to Government officials, lead- 
ing businessmen, and industrialists in the ~ 
countries where they are assigned. 

In addition to catalogs and price lists, 
U.S. firms are requested to supply the 
name of the appropriate agent or dis- 
tributor in countries where local rep- 
resentation has been established. 


Data should be addressed to the fol- 
lowing officials, Technical Cooperation 
Administration, c/o American Embassy, 
in their respective cities, with copies to 
the Commercial Interrligence Division, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C.: 

Leslie E. Lane, Industrial Economic 
Adviser, Tehran, Iran; Raymond D. 
Sticknéy, Chief, Industry and Transporta- 
tion, Tel Aviv, Israel; P. Henry Jeryan, 
Chief, Industry and Transportation, Bagh- 
dad, Iraq; ° 

Norman E. Thompson, Chief, Special 
Services Division, Amman, Jordan; 
Chief, Industry and Transportation, 
Beirut, Lebanon; Marcus J. Gordon, 
U.S. Country Director, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia; 

Dr. John R. Nichols, U.S. Country 
Director, Cairo, Egypt; Harvey Cover- 
ley, U.S. Deputy Country Director, As- 
mara, Eritrea; Joseph Z. Reday, Chief, 
Industry and Transportation, Djakarta, 
Indonesia; 

Frank S. Wilson, Chief, Industry and 
Transportation, New Delhi, India; and 
Hon. Ralph R. Wills, U.S. Country Direc- 
tor, Karachi, Pakistan. 

In compliance with export control reg- 
ulations, ‘‘General License—GTD”’ should 
be written on the outside wrappers of 
the catalogs. 





1346 Connecticut. Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 6, D. C. 

Bids should be sent direct to the Stores 
Officer, New Zealand Forest Service, 
P. O. Box 1028, Wellington, New Zealand. 
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LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form < ao ge vad catalogs, 

otograp price , or sam- 
cm 4s available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


In the United States 


Hardware: 

Germany—Alfred Hirscht (inventor), 
194 Groepelinger Heerstrasse, Bremen 
13, offers for manufacture under license 
in the United States 2 specially de- 
signed key with an indicator showing 
the position of the lock, and whether 
it is locked or unlocked. Description, 
drawing, and model cardboard key 
available.* 

“ World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable. 


In Foreign Countries 


Machinery: 

Germany — Westdeutsche Werkzeu- 
gmaschinen AG. (manufacturer and ex- 
porter of machine tools), 76 Reisholzer 
Werftstrasse, Duesseldorf - Holthausen, 
wishes to be licensed by an American 
firm for the manufacture in Germany 
of machinery other than the machine 
tools presently produced by German 
firm, for which illustrated literature is 
available.* — 

Metal Products: 

Germany—Dueltgen & Koch (manu- 
facturer of locks and fittings), 140 
Postschliessfach, Solingen-Wald, is in- 
terested in obtaining U. S. patents, 
processes, and techniques for the manu- 
facture in Germany of products in line 
with firm’s production, such as truck 
locks and accessories, fittings, and 
stamped and pressed sheet ironware 
made according to patterns or drawings. 

Rubber and Plastic Products: 

Canada—Lion Rubber & Pisstics 
Limited (manufacturer), 0140 Clement 
Street, Ville La Salle, Montreal 32, 
Quebec, wishes to be licensed by an 
American firm for the manufacture in 
Canada of U. S. brand name rubber 
(molded, calendered, and extruded) and 
plastic goods. Firm would consider a 
capital investment, 








; 


IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
Stances as indicated by s¥mbol 
Sea rom ioe Coramescial el- 

ence Division, U. S. Depa nt 
of Commerce, Washington 25, 


D. C. 
Automotive Equipment: 
ny—Luther-Werke, Luther & 
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Jordan (manufacturer), 249-255 Frank- 
furterstrasse, Braunschweig, offers to 
export direct or through agent high- 
grade truck bodies for motor vehicles, 

Germany—Norland Deutsche Schnee- 
kettenfabrik (manufacturer, exporter), 
397 Koelnstrasse, Bonn, offers to export 
direct steel and rubber. nonskid chains, 
quantity according to order. Illustrated 
price list (in German) available.* 


Bicycle Accessories: 

Japan—M. Kobayashi & Co. (im- 
porter, exporter, manufacturer), Honcho 
Building, 4-chome, Honcho, Nihonbashi, 
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, offers to export direct 
bicycle horns. Sample available.* 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 


Chemical Apparatus: 

Germany—Gebr. Herrmann (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 8-10 Gruener Weg, 
Koeln-Ehrenfeld, offers to export direct 
or through agent apparatus and equip- 
ment for the chemical industry. De- 
scriptive literature (in German) avail- 
able.* 


Chinaware and Pottery: 

France—Porcelaines Singer (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, and exporter), 79 
rue, Armand-Dutreix, Limoges, Haute- 
Vienne, offers to export direct or 
through agent very good quality china- 
ware articles, including vases, ring 
boxes, figurines, reproductions, minia- 
tures (hand-painted and others), and 
dinner, tea, or coffee sets (white or 
decorated). Artistic handjcraft china- 
ware articles will be made to order. 
Inspection available in Limoges, France, 
at buyer’s expense. 

Germany—Keramische Werkstaetten 
Dr. Ing. A. Ungewiss (manufacturer, 
exporter), Nr. 12, Dehme b. Bad Oeyn- 
hausen, offers to export direct fine pot- 
tery, quantity according to order. Illus- 
trated literature and price information 
(in German) available.* 


Cutlery: 
Germany—Emil Jansen (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 146-148 Wittkuller 


Strasse, Solingen-Wald, offers to export 
direct or through agent cutlery, such 
as razors, scissors, and knives. Illus- 
trated literature and price list (in Ger- 
man) available.* 


Foodstuffs: 

Egypt—tThe International Trading & 
Advertising Office (commission mer- 
chant and broker), 33 Kasr el Nil 
Street, Cairo, offers to export direct 
or through agent edible dates, packed 
in 2-, 5-, or 24kilogram cellophane 
packages; and “scrap” dates for making 
alcohol, packed in 50- to 53-kilogram 
palm leaf crates, shipment to be made 
from Basra, Iraq. Price quotation avail- 
able.* 


Taiwan—United Products Corp. (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, manufac- 
turer, commission merchant), 31, Sec- 
tion One, Chungking Road South (P.O, 
Box 330), Taipei, offers to export direct 
fresh and canned water chestnuts, sugar 
(raw and superior white crystal), mo- 


lasses, and canned bamboo shoots and 
pineapples. 


Furniture: 


Netherlands—Wensing Meubelen 
(manufacturer, exporter) 57 v.d. Duyn. 
Straat, Rotterdam, offers to export di- 
rect first-quality wooden furniture, 
quantity according to order, 


Grass and Seeds: 


France—Etablissements L. Lasserre 
(wholesaler, exporter, producer), 1 rue 
de la Charite, Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
very- good quality fodder grass and 
seeds, including Frénch and crimson 
clover, trefoil (Lotus  corniculatus), 
hulled furze (Ulex europaeus), and al- 
falfa or lucerne seeds, packed in jute 
bags. Inspection available in Toulouse, 
France, at buyer’s expense, Correspond- 
ence in French preferred, 


Hardware? 


Germtny —I1.B.C.-Werkzeugfabrik 
Gebr. Karl und Paul Berrenberg (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 120 MHochdahler- 
strasse, Haan/Rhld, offers to export di- 
rect or through agent all types of pliers, 
Catalog and price list available.* 


Health Equipment: 


Japan—Shizuoka Jikeikai (manufac- 
turer and exporter), 107 Higashi-Taka- 
jomachi, Shizuoka-shi, Shizuoka-ken, of- 
fers to export direct a mechanical ex- 
erciser for the treatment of circulatory 
ailments and foot disorders. Illustrated 
leaflet available.* 


Machinery: 


Germany — Bielefelder Union Bruno 
Koch, Maschinenfabrik (manufacturer, 
exporter), 39 Joellenbeckerstrasse, Bie- 
lefeld, offers to export direct or through 
agent glass working machines. Illus- 
trated literature available.* 


Sweden — Aktiebolaget Wallstrom- 
Maskiner (manufacturer), 3 Varholms- 
gatan, Goteborg V, offers to export di- 
rect a reportedly new type of fish- 
filleting machine, designed for filleting 
average-size herring, but adjustable to 
fit fish of any size. Firm reports ma- 
chine can be easily cleaned, as all mova- 
ble parts are of a stainless-steel mate- 
rial, and it does not rust or deteriorate 
in other ways even if salt water is used. 
Detailed information, including illus- 
trated literature and price quotation, 
available.* 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Metal Products: 


Germany—Rittinghaus & Co. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 9 Am Neuenhaus, 
Luedenscheid, offers to export direct 
or through agent all types of hooks and 
swivels, valued at $10,000 rhonthly. Il- 
lustrated sheet (in German) available.* 

Germany—August Roettgers (manus 
facturer, exporter), Gruene Kr. Iser- 
lohn, offers to export direct or through 
agent knotted chains (not welded) and 
sugarcane slings. Illustrated literature 
available.* 
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Music-Box Movements: 


Switzerland — Fabrique de Mouve- 
ments a Musique “Jura-Song” S.A, 
(manufacturer, exporter), Vaulion, 
Vaud, offers to export direct or through 
agent high-quality music-box move- 
ments, 500 initially and 30,000 monthly 
thereafter. Firm offers to send samples 
on request, Correspondence in French 
preferred, 


Notions: 


Germany—Fritz Bracht KG (manu- 
facturer), 13 Hagedornskamp, Luden- 
scheid, offers to export direct or through 
regional agents (excluding New York 
State), all styles of belt buckles, quan- 
tity according to order. Photographs 
available.* 


Optical Glass: 


Morocco—A. Frederic Schott (import- 
export merchant and commission 
agent), British P.O. Box 133, Tangier, 
offers to export direct German-made 
prisms, suitable for range finders and 
lenses for microscopes. Firm indicates 
this is a one-time offer. Price informa- 
tion (in German) available.* 


Ores and Metals: 


France—Etablissements Schmerber & 
Cie.. (wholesaler and manufacturer’s 
agent), 16 Place de la Reunion, Mul- 
house (Ht-Rhin), offers to export direct 
ordinary Thomas steel, including cold 
rolled strips, galvanized iron (flat or 
corrugated), iron wire, and pickled 
sheets. Inspection available at plant at 
buyer’s expense. 

Turkey—Turk Zimpara ve Degirmen- 


.tasi Sanayii Fabrikasi (importer, ex- 


porter, wholesaler, manufacturer, com- 
mission merchant), 7, 1456 Sokak, Al- 
sancak, Izmir, offers to export direct 
ground emery, packed in 50-kilogram 
double burlap bags. Price quotations 
available.* 


Paper Products: 


Japan—Hakko Kogyo Co., Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 245 Nakazuku 
Okitsu-machi, Shizuoka-ken, offers to 
export direct Toyo paper cloth in rolls 
39, 56, and 60 inches wide and 10, 30, 
and 50 yards long. Inspection available 
by the Shizuoka Trading Center, Shi- 
mizu, Japan, at seller’s expense, 


Pharmaceutical Products: 


France — Laboratoires Fisch & Cie. 
(exporter, wholesaler, manufacturer), 
130 rue de la Mer-Rouge, Mulhouse- 
Dornach (Ht-Rhin), offers to export 
direct or through agent adhesive plaster 
bandages for plaster casts. 

France — Laboratoires Industriels 
Pharmaceutiques (LIBS) (producer, 
wholesaler, and exporter), Mareuil-sur- 
Lay, Vendee, offers to export direct or 
through agent monthly very good qual- 
ity pharmaceutical specialties, includin 
100,000 filled ampoules for injections, 
15,000 boxes of medicated chewing gum 
(drops), penicillin solvents, soluble cam- 
phor, distilled water, pholedrine, and 
physiological serums, Inspection avail- 
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able in Mareuil-sur-Lay, Vendee, 
France, at buyer’s expense. Descriptive 
information (in French) available.* 


Rubber Goods: 


Germany—Gumminwarenfabrik Carl 
Plaat (manufacturer, exporter), 312 
Niehlerstrasse, Koeln-Nippes, offers to 
export direct rubber goods for the beach 
(bathing caps, shoes, belts, bags, balls, 
and toys), and the nursery (bibs, sheets, 
and pants), as well as miscellaneous 
items, such as rain capes, aprons, and 
rubber sponges. 


Safety Equipment: 

Norway—C. Bagge’s Asbestkompani 
A/S (manufacturer, importer, commis- 
sion merchant), 6 Raadhusgaten, Oslo, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
various types of asbestos gloves for 
workmen, coveralls, and aprons. Fur- 
ther information, including price quota- 
tions, quantities offered, and photo- 
graphs, available.* 


Textiles: 


Germany—Gebr. Schulten (manufac- 
turer), Oeding/Westf., Bez. Muenster/ 
W., offers to export direct monthly 
100,000 yards of corduroy, pinroy, and 
velvet. Representative samples of cor- 
duroy available.* 


(The visit of Dr. Werner Schulten as 
representative of the German firm was 
announced in the April 27 issue of 
Foreign Commerce Weekly. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o Hotel Edison, 228 W. 47th 
Street, New York 19, N. Y.) 


Japan—Enshu Velvet Co., Ltd. (man- 
ufacturer and wholesaler), 550-1 Nishi- 
kaitsuka, Iwata-shi, Shizuoka-ken of- 
fers to export direct first-grade cotton 
velveteen and corduroy, available in 
rolls of 30 yards each and in all colors, 


Spain—Manufacturas Guillermo 
Mora, S. A. (manufacturer and ex- 
porter), via Layetana 45, Barcelona, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
various types of wool, cotton, and rayon 
textiles. Samples and prices submitted 
by Spanish firm or request. Inspection 
available at Barcelona warehouse at 
buyer’s expense. 


Toilet Articles: 


Germany—Curt Achnitz, Inh. Erich 
Stamm (manufacturer, exporter), 44 
Gasstrasse, Solingen, offers to export 
direct monthly 2,000,000 razor blades, 
Samples available.* 


Germany—Gebrueder Gross (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 52 Wupperstrasse, 
Solingen, offers to export direct weekly 
2,000,000 razor blades, Samples avail- 
able.* 


Toys: 

Germany—Hesmer & Moellhoff (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), Werdohl-Baeren- 
stein, offers to export direct or through 
agent aluminum toys, such as kitchen 
utensils, tea and coffee sets, and table- 
ware. Illustrated catalog (in German 
and English) available.* 
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EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Automotive Equipment: 

Lebanon—G. W. Braitwaite & Sons, 
Ltd. (importing distributor and manu- 
facturer’s agent), Immeuble des Soeurs 
Lazaristes, rue de Syrie, (P.O.B, 1344), 
Beirut, wishes to purchase direct 60 
used “International” half-tracks (40 
mark 5 and 20 mark 14), complete with 
original equipment, to be completely re- 
conditioned according to firm’s specifi- 
cations and in running order and 
equipped with serviceable tires and 
tracks. 


Fertilizers: 

Saudi Arabia—Al Kharj Farms (ex- 
perimental farm), Box 4270, Dhahran, 
wishes to purchase direct annually 300 
to 400 tons of nitrogen and phosphate 
fertilizers, preferably two-thirds am- 
monium sulfate and one-third triple 
phosphate, packed in double strength, 
plastic-lined, burlap bags. Purchase will 
be made by the Arabian American Oil 
Co. in New York on instructions of the 
Al Kharj Farms’ management. Corre- 
spondence should be addressed to Mr. 
Frank A. Brookshier, manager of Al 
Kharj Farms. 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicable, 


Hardware: 

France—Quincaillerie Centrale, S, A. 
(importing distributor, wholesaler, and 
retailer), 1 Place Gutenberg, Stras- 
bourg, wishes to purchase direct or ob- 
tain agency for hardware, 


Horns: ‘ 

France—Societe Ariegeoise de Ma- 
tieres Premieres (grader, processor, 
wholesaler, exporter, importer), La Bas- 
tide-sur-l’Hers, Ariege, wishes to pur- 
chase direct or obtain agency for raw 
or unprocessed cattle and buffalo horns, 
stag or elk antlers, and horned-cattle 
hoofs. Correspondence in French pre- 
ferred. 


Household Goods: 

France—Quincaillerie Centrale, S. A. 
(importing distributor, wholesaler, and 
retailer), 1 Place Gutenberg, Stras- 
bourg, wishes to purchase direct or ob- 
tain agency for kitchen utensils. 


Office Supplies and Equipment: 

France—Maison J. Fourment (Le 
Polygraphe Universal) (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, and retailer), 8 rue Guille- 
min-Tarayre, Toulouse, ‘Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for all kinds of office supplies 
and small office equipment, including 
typewriters and duplicators (alcohol 
types). Correspondence in French pre- 
ferred. 


Oils: 
Germany — Emil Finke Mineraloele 
(importer and processor), 23 Holler 
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Allee, Bremen, wishes to purchase di- 
rect lubricating oils, egpecially Pennsyl- 
vania cylinder oils, bright stocks, neu- 
tral oils, and petrolatums, 


Pharmaceuticals: 
France — Laboratoires Industriels 
Pharmaceutiques (LIBS) (producer, 


wholesaler, exporter, and potential sales 
agent), Mareuil-sur-Lay, Vendee, wishes 
to purchase direct or obtain agency for 
all kinds of first-quality antibiotics for 
human consumption. 


Professional Instruments: 

France — Etablissements Foerderer- 
Laesser (importer, wholesaler, retailer, 
and manufacturer), 27 Passage Central, 
Mulhouse (Ht-Rhin), wishes to pur- 
chase direct or obtain agency for surgi- 
cal and medical instruments, particu- 
larly newly developed equipment. Cor- 
respondence in French or German pre- 
ferred. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Clothing: 

Netherlands—M. Kropveld (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 13 Tintorettostraat, 
Amsterdam, wishes to obtain agency 
for nylon lingerie. 


Feedstuffs: 

Belgium—Charles A. Aertssens (im- 
porter, exporter, sales agent), 61 Die- 
penbeeckstraat, Antwerp, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for oil cakes, prices to 
be quoted c.i.f. Antwerp. 


Floor Coverings: 

Canada—Rembourrage Moderne Enr. 
(manufacturer), 101 Notre Dame, Que- 
bec, P. Q., wishes to obtain agency for 
first-quality rugs and wool carpets. 
Correspondence should be addressed 
c/o P. O, 3092, St. Roch, Quebec, 
Canada. 


Insulating Materials: 

" Belgium—Etablissements Ernest Len- 
ders S.P.R.L. (importing distributor, 
manufacturer), 78 rue du Sceptre, 
Brussels, wishes to obtain agency for 
insulating materials used in naval and 
other constructions, as well ag in rolling 
stock. 


Machinery: 

Italy—LAIMEX (importing distribu- 
tor), via Broletto 20, Milan, wishes to 
obtain agency for the following: potato- 
peeling machines, suitable for restau- 
rant, hotel, and household use; equip- 
ment for the sausage-manufacturing in- 
dustry, such as pig depilating and 
skinning machines, mincing, kneading, 
casing, filling, and slicing machines; 
and equipment for the, pastry-manufac- 
turing industry, such as kneading, mix- 
ing, and whipping machines, 

Union of South Africa — Trafalgar 
Motors (Pty.), Ltd. (motor garage), 
Trafalgar Place, Regent Street, Sea 
Point, Capetown, wishes to obtain 


agency for general engineering and elec- 
trical machinery. 


Pharmaceuticals: 

Belgium—Charles A. Aertssens (im- 
porter, exporter, sales agent), 61 Die- 
penbeeckstraat, Antwerp, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for special pharmaceutical 
products, prices to Be quoted c.i.f, 
Antwerp. 


Seeds: 

Belgium—Charles A. Aertssens (im- 
porter, exporter, sales agent), 61 Die- 
penbeeckstraat, Antwerp, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for oil seeds, prices to be 
quoted c.i.f. Antwerp. 


Textiles: 

Union of South Africa—N.I. Abelman 
Agencies (Pty.), Ltd. (importer, whole- 
saler, and manufacturer’s representa- 
tive), 32 Quebec House, President 
Street, Johannesburg, wishes to act as 
representative for mills only for cotton 
and rayon piece goods. 

Union of South Africa—S.E.G. Trad- 
ing Corp. (Pty.), Ltd. (manufacturer’s 
representative), 414 S. A. Mutual Build- 
ing, Harrison Street, Johannesburg, 
wishes to act as representative for mills 
only for all types of piece goods, 


Tobacco: 

Netherlands—J. van Hattem (import- 
er, wholesaler), 6 Ligusterweg, Rotter- 
dam, wishes to obtain agency for all 
kinds of tobacco in vats. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia — J. C. Carr, representing 
Nally, Ltd. (manufacturer of plastic 
moulding and dies), Goodsell St., St. 
Peters, N.S.W.; and John Carr & Co. 
Pty., Ltd. (manufacturer of radio and 
electrical supplies), 661 George St., 
Sydney, N.S.W., is interested in and 
requests technical information on the 
development of fiber glass and plastic 
moulding. Scheduled to arrive May 8, 
via San Francisco, for a visit of 10 to 
12 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Irvington 
Varnish Insulating Co., 17 Argyle Ter- 
race, Irvington 11, N. J. Itinerary: San 
Francisco, Chicago, Detroit, Indianapo- 
lis, and New York. 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
ports on both firms being prepared. 

Egypt—Hassanein Moubarek el Ga- 
bri, representing The Gabri Co. (im- 
porter and wholesaler of haberdashery, 
hosiery, novelties, radios, stationery), 
and the Egyptian Co. for European 
Trade (importer and wholesaler of gen- 
eral merchandise), both located at 51 
Ibrahim PaSha St., Cairo, is interested 
in general merchandise, including hab- 
erdashery, hosiery, underwear, novel- 
ties, imitation jewelry, dresses, and 
radio sets. Scheduled to arrive the mid- 
dle of June, via San Francisco, for a 
visit of 2 months. U. S. address: c/o 
Victor Hohenberg Export Co., 24 Stone 
St., New York, N, Y, Itinerary: San 


Francisco, Los Angeles, New York, Chi- 
cago, Washington (D. C.), and other 
cities. 

England—A. A. Millard, representing 
Sheepbridge Engineering, Ltd. (manu. 
facturer, engineering firm), Sheepbridge 
Works, Chesterfield, wishes to be li- 
censed by U. S. firms to manufacture in 
England machine tools, coal-mining 
equipment (mine cars, haulage gear), 
and dicing and filling machines for the 
canned-food industries. He is now in the 
United States and will remain until late 
in June. U. S. address: c/o Hardinge 
Bros., Inc., 269 Lafayette St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chi- 
cago, Detroit, Cleveland, Reading, Co- 
lumbus, Pittsburgh, and possibly other 
cities. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Germany—Fritz Friedmann, repre- 
senting Metzeler-Gummiwerke A. G, 
(manufacturer of all kinds of rubber 
goods), 131/33 Westendstrasse, Munich, 
Bavaria, is interested in exporting to 
the United States mechanical and sur- 
gical rubber goods and air foam mat- 
tresses. Scheduled to arrive the middle 
of June, via Miami, for a visit of 3 
weeks. U. S. address: c/o Abercrombie 
& Fitch Co., Madison Ave. at 45th St., 
New York 17, N. Y. Iitinerary: Miami, 
Philadelphia, New York, Washington, 
Akron, Detroit, and Chicago, 

Germany—Paul H. von Mitterwallner, 
representing Krauss-Maffei A. G, (man- 
ufacturer of locomotives, motor buses, 
filters, turbines, and other metal prod- 
ucts), 2 Krauss- Maffei-Strasse, Munich- 
Allach, Bavaria, is interested in visiting 


U. S. manufacturers of diesel, steam,: 


and electric locomotives, and other ma- 
chinery, and will attend the VIII Pan 
American Railway Congress, to be held 
in Washington, D, C. Scheduled to ar- 
rive the middle of June, via Miami, for 
a visit of 2 weeks. U. S. address: c/o 
White Motor Co., 842 E, 79th St., Cleve- 
land, Ohio. Itinerary: Chicago, Washe- 
ington, Cleveland, and New York. 

Germany—Dr. Ing. Hubert Imhaeus- 
er, representing Metallwerke Gust. Im- 
haeuser (manufacturer), Olpe/W., is 
interested in exporting seamless metal 
(brass and copper) pipes in small sizes, 
and requests technical information on 
market conditions and prices, Sched- 
uled to arrive May 27, via New York, 
for a visit of 6 weeks. U. S. address: 
c/o H. J. van der Ryn, Inc., 92 Liberty 
St., New York 6, N, Y. Itinerary: New 
York and Chicago. 

Israel—Leopold Terner, representing 
B. & L. Terner, Engineers (sales agent), 
4 Nordau St. (P. O. Box 1292), Haifa, is 
interested in machinery, precision and 
scientific instruments, and laboratory 
equipment. Scheduled to arrive May 11, 
via New York, for a visit of 2 months, 
U. S. address: c/o L, Giavanitti, 330 
First Ave., New York, N. Y, Itinerary: 
New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Philadelphia, and Boston. 

Israel—Abraham Hozak, representing 
Kelet Afikim (manufacturer of ply 
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wood), Afikim, Jordan Valley, is inter- 
ested in exporting plywood, and re- 
quests technical information on the 
manufacture of plywood. Scheduled to 
arrive May 22, via New York, for a visit 
of 3 to 4 months. U. S. address: c/o 
Israel Purchasing Services, Inc., 17 E. 
7Jist St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and 
possibly other cities. 


World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Japan—Ryo Igeta, representing Ni- 
hon Denshi Glass Co., Ltd., a subsidiary 
of Tokyo Shibaura Electric Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer of heavy machinery, 
electric locomotives and cars, trolley 
buses, communication equipment, light- 
ing equipment, etc.; importer of fluores- 
cent materials, electrodes, relays, de- 
mand meters, etc.) 72 Horikawa-cho, 
Kawasaki City, Kanagawa Prefecture, 


_ is interested in studying the glass in- 


dustry, particularly the manufacture of 
television receiving tubes. Scheduled to 
arrive in May, for a visit of 3 months. 
U. S. address: c/o T. G. Rogers, Export 
Director, Day-Brite Lighting, Inc., 5411 
Bulwer Ave., St. Louis 7, Mo. 


New Zealand—John Aubrey Higgs, 
representing the Wellington Dry Clean- 
ing Co., Ltd., 5-7-9 Leeds St., Welling- 
ton, and president of the New Zealand 
Federation of Launderers, Dry-Cleaners, 
and Dyers, is interested in studying up- 
to-date methods of dry cleaning, pur- 
chasing dry-cleaning raw materials, and 
contacting American firms producing 
goods that would find a market in New 
Zealand. He has no specific products in 
mind but intends to look over the mar- 
ket and where possible to arrange to act 
as New Zealand agent for American 
firms. Was scheduled to arrive May 17, 
via San Francisco, for a visit of 2 


months. U. S. address: c/o First Na- 
tional Bank, 38 S. Dearborn St., Chi- 
cago, Ill. Itinerary: San Francisco, Chi- 
cago, New York, Washington, Lexing- 
ton (Ky.), and Los Angeles. 


Panama—Mr. and Mrs. Eduardo Val- 
larino, representing Cia. Ardiva, S. A. 
(“RHODA”) (importer and retailer of 
women’s wearing apparel), No. 62 Ave- 
nida Justo Arosemena, (P.O. Box 1577), 
Panama, are interested. in purchasing 
women’s apparel and accessories for 
ladies’ dress shop. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive May 15, via Miami, for a month’s 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Evens & Co., 
10 W. 33d St., New York, N. Y. Itiner- 
ary: New York (May 15 to June 5), and 
Miami (June 5 to 15). 


Switzerland—Oskar Gotte (optician), 
Bahnhofstrasse 98, Zurich, is interested 
in optical instruments. He is now in the 
United States and will remain until late 
in June. U. S. address: c/o Charles E, 
Bibbo, American Express Co., 65 Broad- 
way, New York 6, N. Y. Itinerary: Hotel 
Nautilus, Miami, Fla., May 25-27; New 
Orleans, May 29-30; Last Frontier Ho- 
tel, Las Vegas, Nev., June 2 (this visit 
uncertain); Hotel Statler, Los Angeles, 
June 4-9; Hotel Mark Hopkins, San 
Francisco, June 15-17; Hotel Utah, Salt 
Lake City, June 18-19; Hotel Brown 
Palace, Denver, June 19-20; Hotel Con- 
rad Hilton, Chicago, June 22-23; and 
Hotel Savoy Plaza, New York, June 
24-26. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Switzerland—Karl Ackermann, repre- 
senting Gebruder Ackermann — A.G. 
(mail order house), Entlebuch, Canton 
Lucerne, is interested in mail order 
houses and textiles. Was scheduled to 
arrive May 3, via New York, for a visit 
of 6 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Charles 
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E. Bibbo, American Express Co., 65 
Broadway, New York 6, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Bismark Hotel, Chicago, May 16-22; 
Hotel Mark Hopkins, San Francisco, 
May 23-26; Hotel Baitimcre, Los An- 
geles, May 26-June 2; Hotel El Tovar, 
Grand Canyon, June 2-4; and Hotel 
Grand Plaza, New York, June 6-12. 

Union of South Africa—Louis Fried- 
man, representing Natal Leather In- 
dustries (Pty), Ltd. (manufacturer of 
travel goods in leather, leather-cloth, 
plastic, canvas, and fiber), 1340 South 
Coast Road, Mobeni, Durban, is inter- 
ested in leather goods such as luggage 
and briefcases. Scheduled to arrive 
June 15, via New York, for a visit of 
3 weeks. U. S. address: c/o Barclays 
Bank, Dominion Colonial & Overseas, 
120 Broadway, New York, N. Y. Itin- 
erary: Boston, Chicago, Washington, 
and Baltimore. 

Union of South Africa—John C. Wat- 
son, representing Natal Tanning Ex- 
tract Co. Ltd. (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), Pietermaritzburg, Natal, is in- 
terested in promoting the sale of South 
African tanning extract, and in visiting 
tanneries and _ scientific institutions. 
Scheduled to arrive May 12, via New 
York, for a month’s visit. U. S. address: 
c/o The River Plate Corp., Chrysler 
Building, 405 Lexington Ave. New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chi- 
cago, Boston, and Washington. 

Venezuela—Poul Knudsen, represent- 
ing Plumrose, S. A. (branch office of 
Plumrose, Ltd., Copenhagen, Denmark), 
Edificio Karam, Oficina 316, Ibarras a 
Pelota, Caracas, is interested in ob- 
taining agencies for eggs, fresh fruits, 
and potatoes. Scheduled to arrive May 
30, via New York, for a visit of 5 days. 
U. S. address: Hotel St. Moritz, 50 Cen- 
tral Park South, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York. 





"“”’ Books 
= Reports 


Economic Survey of Europe Since the 
War. A United Nations publication. 
New York. Columbia University Press, 
19563. 385 pp. $3.50. 


The sixth in a series of reports pre- 
pared yearly by the Secretariat of the 
Economic Commission for Europe, this 
study is a survey and analysis of the 
Major economic problems and policies 
of the postwar period. 

The work opens with an analysis of 
the main features of Europe’s economic 
position in the postwar world, including 
the effects of the war on capital and 
population and the changed external 
Setting in which countries had to earn 
the imports on which they depended. 


This analysis is followed by an exami- 
May 25, 1953 


nation of the aims and methods of eco- 
nomic policy in different countries and 
their varying success. 

Another part of the survey is de- 
voted to a review of the extent and na- 
ture of progress since the war in carry- 
ing out the basic readjustments required 
in the international trade and payments 
position of western Europe and a con- 
sideration of the large adjustments still 
to be made, 

The succeeding section opens with a 
study of past and prospective changes 


in the size, distribution, and employment | 


of Europe’s manpower and of the prob- 
lems arising out of these changes. Spe- 
cial attention is then given, against this 
background, to agriculture, textiles, and 
heavy industries. 

The survey concludes with a diseus- 
sion of the efforts made toward greater 
economic integration within Europe and 
of the extent to which this might assist 
in solving the problems analyzed in 
earlier chapters. 

Two appendixes provide supplemen- 
tary statistics and notes on sources and 


methods. Included in the book are 20 
charts and 56 tables. 


A Study of Trade Between Latin Amer- 
ica and Europe. A United Nations 
publication. New York. Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1953. 117 pp.; 86 tables; 
5 charts. $1.25. 


«Following a brief review of develop- 
ments in trade between Latin America 
and Europe during the past 50 years, 
this study discusses various factors af- 
fecting Latin American and European 
exports and imports. 

Concluding that both areas “need to 
find ways of importing more from each 
other and less from areas in which they 
have trouble in paying their way,” the 
study discusses the possibilities for 
trade expansion and the problems in- 
volved. 

Factors affecting trade in several 
commodities—coffee, sugar, cotton, lin- 
seed and linseed oil, wool, meat, textile 
machinery, and tractors—are covered in 
appendixes, 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





A number of revisions in the Import 
Certificate-Delivery Verification (IC/DV) 
procedure, all of them concerned with 
imports into the United States, have 
been announced by the Office of Inter- 
national Trade. 

OIT also has announced that, effective 
July 6, Japan is being added to the list 
of countries subject to the IC/DV pro- 
cedure. 

The purpose of the IC/DV procedure, 
which was put into partial operation a 
year ago and became mandatory in Oc- 
tober, is to prevent transshipment of 
strategic goods. It was developed in co- 
operation with Canada and 10 Western 
European nations — Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, United Kingdom, and 
Western Germany. 

Under the procedure, the foreign or 
U. S. importer certifies to his Govern- 
ment that the strategic goods for which 
an export license is being sought will 
not be reexported without official author- 
ization. In addition, an exporter may 
in some cases be required to obtain from 
his foreign importer a verification that 
licensed strategic goods have been de- 
livered in the importing country. This 
“delivery verification’’ is certified by the 
Government of the importing country. 


Changes Aimed at Conformity 


The purpose of these recent changes 
is to have the U. S. procedure conform 
more closely with the procedures used 
by other countries participating in the 
program. They are: 

@ Revised Import Certificate Form.— 
The title of Form IT-826 has been 
changed from “Declaration of Destina- 
tion on Selected U. S. Imports’”’ to ‘‘Im- 
port Certificate.’’ Certain other editorial 
changes in the form have been made. 

Since import certificates are issued to 
U. S. importers as a means of assuring 
foreign countries that their goods are in- 


IC-DV System Revised; Japan Included 


tended to be imported into the U. S. 
economy, the ‘‘U. S. importer’s repre- 
sentation and undertaking” (item No. 5 
on Form IT-826) will now be limited 
to imports which will be entered under 
a U. S. consumption entry or a U. S. 
warehouse entry, 

This action does not preclude the un- 
lading of goods in a foreign trade zone 
which are subsequently intended to be 
entered into the economy of the United 
States. However, a Delivery Verifica- 
tion, if requested by the exporting coun- 
try’s governmental authorities, will not 
be issued until the commodities are en- 
tered into the economy of United States 
under a U, S. consumption or warehouse 
entry. 


@ Amendments to Import Certificates. 
—Requests for amendments to Import 
Certificates must now generally be ac- 
companied by the original Import Cer- 
tificate. 

® Reexportation or Transshipment of 
Commodities Covered by U. S. Import 
Certificate.—Commodities imported into 
the United States under the provisions of 
a U. S. Import Certificate may not be re- 
exported to any destination under the 
provisions of General In-Transit License 
GIT. 


All other provisions of the Comprehen- 
sive Export Schedule applicable to com- 
modities of domestic origin shall apply 
to the reexportation of commodities of 
foreign origin shipped to the United 
States under the provisions of a U. S. 
Import Certificate. 

® Delivery Verification.—In the past, 
Customs Form 3227, ‘‘Landing Certifi- 
cate,’’ was used for delivery verifica- 
tion of importations into the United 
States, Form IT-908, ‘‘Delivery Verifica- 
tion,”” now replaces the superseded 
form. * 

* When required to obtain a Delivery 
Verification, the U. S. importer should 


present Form IT-908 for certification 
to the Collector of Customs. The Col- 
lector will certify the Delivery Verifica- 
tion after the importation has been de- 
livered to the importer, 


Revised Forms Mandatory 


In order to expedite processing, im- 
porters are requested to complete all 
items on the form except type of customs 
entry (warehouse or consumption), 
entry number, date of entry, and certifi- 
cation at the bottom of the form. 

These changes are contained in Current 
Export Bulletin 703. Further information 
and copies of the necessary forms may 
be obtained from the Office of Interna- 
tional Tradé, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or from any 
Field Office of the Department. In addi- 
tion, copies of the Delivery Verification 
forms are obtainable from the Offices 
of Collectors of Customs. 

Use of the revised Import Certificate 
and Delivery Verification forms is man- 
datory June 5, but it is recommended 
that importers start using them imme- 
diately, 
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